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Upcoming Events

*Please see the calendar on
page 4 for an updated list of
events.*

Men's Monthly

Luncheon
Wednesday, Aug 7 @
Noon, Nano Café
RSVP to Fr. Michael

=N

Pick up a copy of the new
Forward Movement Day by Day
devotional booklet. Copies can be
found at the back of the church
and on the reception table in
Hawks Hall.

FORWARD
DAY b DAY
A $2 donation is

appreciated.

Thank You.

JULY 2024
Pledge Payment Snapshot

2024 Budget $205,150

'YTD Budget:
'YTD Actual:

Difference:

$119,671
$120,335
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From the Rector

Things really slow down during the summer here at Ascension. After summer school
ends for Gooden, it also gets quiet. Parishioners go on vacation, and church attend-
ance dips.

In the spirit of “keeping things interesting,” the Vestry authorized the purchase of
new computers for Kim’s office and my office. Even though we had good advice about
what to buy and a great tech support company, the transition wasn’t seamless. There
were glitches, items we hadn’t considered, and new programs to be learned. All of this
is to say that we wisely scheduled our season of anxiety into the lull of the summer.

If only life in general could be “scheduled.” If only we could arrange for things that
cause anxiety or stress to come up when things are generally quiet. I pray that your
summer has been appropriately quiet.

Father Michael+

P.S. — there was something funny at the church a week or so ago. You may have
noticed the two red-bud trees on the corner were dead and dying. Jose cut one down,
and then the other. But in the meantime, hoping to alert people to avoid the sharp
branches, he placed orange cones on the limbs. I couldn’t help but think that many
churches plant fruit trees; we're growing cones.

“Gold Items” for Friends in Deed. They include canned

tuna and chicken, hearty soups, stew, chili, pasta and

pasta sauce, peanut butter, cereal, rice, oil, sugar, flour,
fruit juice, and vegetable juice (V8). =

Look for the donation bin at the back of
the church.




It’s not about where you begin, it’s where you finish.

In 2 Corinthians 12:2-10, Paul learns in prayer that God’s power is made perfect in his
weakness.

“Because of the extravagance of those revelations, and so I wouldn’t get a big head, I was
given the gift of a handicap to keep me in constant touch with my limitations. Satan’s angel
did his best to get me down; what he in fact did was push me to my knees. No danger then of
walking around high and mighty! At first, I didn’t think of it as a gift, and begged God to
remove it. Three times I did that, and then he told me: My grace is enough; it’s all you need.
My strength comes into its own in your weakness.

Once I heard that, I was glad to let it happen. I quit focusing on the handicap and began appreciating the gift. It was a
case of Christ’s strength moving in on my weakness. Now I take limitations in stride, and with good cheer, these limita-
tions that cut me down to size—abuse, accidents, opposition, bad breaks. I just let Christ take over! And so, the weaker I
get, the stronger I become.” (Translation: The Message, Eugene H. Petersen, 2003)

This theme presents an argument for daring - to find the courage to set forth on unknown paths. And somewhere along
the way, you might awaken to the immensity of your endeavor. Finally, you might summon a deeper kind of courage to
continue.

Speaking in the same vein, St. Jerome writes: “Christians will not be asked how they began, but rather how they
finished. St. Paul began badly at first but finished well. Judas’s beginning was praiseworthy, but his end was despicable.
Many start the climb, but few reach the summit.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson reminds us that: “Whatever you do you need courage. Whatever course you decide upon, there is
always someone to tell you that you are wrong.

There are always difficulties arising that tempt us into believing our critics are right. To map our course of action and
follow it to an end requires some of the same courage that a soldier needs.

Peace has its victories, but it takes brave men and women to win them.”

The facts are indisputable; we are living in extraordinary, polarizing, troubling, unsettling, and challenging times includ-
ing the attempted assignation of the former president. Sad to say, this is the world in which we live.

Living our faith in the real world and bridging our divides demands that we examine our beliefs and understand their
origins. Fact checking our own beliefs requires us to accept reality and truth in all its immensity.

Too often we are unwilling to question our beliefs and opinions We accept what is true as long as it fits our narrative
regardless of the validity of that truth. We are bound by conventions, and we tend to reach for what is easy. “I read it on
the internet, I heard it on TV, so and so said it was so” —it must be true. Really!

To fact check our beliefs takes courage. Trust that it is okay to question. Trust that it is okay to listen. Trust that it’s
okay to be wrong — at least some of the time. Trust that sometimes what we believe may not be based on all the facts.

A perfect example of a situation that has created a deep divide among us is the Palestinian/Israeli conflict. We all have
our opinions and, oh boy, have we judged each other for those opinions. What facts is your opinion based on?

In a A Kids Book About Israel & Palestine by Reza Aslan, we realize that sometimes we need to be more like children
and have their openness to learning new facts before forming opinions.

I highly recommend the book for children and adults. The book offers an objective historical context for this conflict,
opens the door to conversation, and lays a path for understanding, peace, and compassion for our shared future. It
answers the questions What is the Israeli-Palestinian conflict? Why is it happening? Is peace possible? When kids ask
questions like these, are we grownups prepared to answer?.

Remember, it is up to each of us to check the facts and to figure out the validity of our beliefs before declaring them as
absolute truth.

Continued on the next page...




Continued from the previous page...

Be well; be blessed; be open to all the facts. Have courage! Remember it's not about where you begin, it’s where you
finish and live happily ever after — or not!

Deacon Ed+

CHURCH SPONSORED EVENT

HOT DOG SOCIAL

(and a farewell to Charley Noecker &
Carol Rasmussen)

Sunday, August 25, 2024
Following the 10:15 Service

Please wander into Hawks Hall and enjoy a hotdog, chips, and a scoop of macaroni salad, followed by an
Ice Cream Cone!

It is warm these days, so let’s cool off and enjoy fellowship!
Please sign up for the Hotdog lunch, so that I can gauge the number of participants.

The sign-up sheet is on the Bulletin Board leading into the Hawks Hall.

Lisa Wagner, Part-time Hospitality Hostess

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candles

We would like to remind everyone that you can now sign-up for altar flowers and sanctuary candles
online through Signup Genius. You can also sign-up on the sign-up sheets in Hawks Hall.

**Payment should be made by CHECK ($50.00 for flowers and $15.00 for a candle) payable to
Church of the Ascension.** Please include a note giving the date that you signed up for and any
dedication.

Here are the sign-up genius links:

Sanctuary Candles:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20FO0E44A4A628A7F94-47214512-sanctuary#/

Altar Flowers:

https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/20FO0E44A4A628A7F94-47214394-altar#/



https://ascension-sierramadre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=736a952103ecbc6076acab358&id=f95f8c5587&e=1ca8aa515a
https://ascension-sierramadre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=736a952103ecbc6076acab358&id=4751f8a3da&e=1ca8aa515a

Our vision is that The Episcopal Church of the Ascension serves Christ today for those

who will come to know Christ tomorrow.

WORSHIP, FORMATION, PASTORAL CARE, FELLOWSHIP, OUTREACH, PRESENCE
25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 ~ 626-355-1133 www.ascension-sierramadre.com

SUNDAY

AUGUST 2024

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

5

8:30am
'Yoga/Hall

Fr. Michael
out of of-
fice/Clergy
Support Group

6

6Pm
Tuesday Night
Dinner Group

eets

7

8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

Men’s Group
Monthly
Luncheon
Noon
Nano’s Café
RSVP to Fr.
Michael

8

8:15am Mass

Q9am
Rector’s Forum

10:30am

Staff Mtg

12

8:30am
'Yoga/Hall

13

6Pm

Tuesday Night
Dinner Group
Meets

14

8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

15

8:15am Mass

Q9am

Rector’s Forum

19

8:30am
'Yoga/Hall

20

6Pm Tuesday
Night Dinner
iGroup Meets

7pm Vestry
Meeting/Hall

21

8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

22

8:15am Mass

Q9am
Rector’s Forum

10:30am
Staff Mtg

9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist

Hot Dog Social and a farewell
to Charley Noecker & Carol
Rasmussen after the 10:15

Service/Hawks Hall

26

8:30am
'Yoga/Hall

27

6Pm

Tuesday Night
[Dinner Group
Meets

28

8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

Spire Creator: Kim Lumino, Parish Administrator

30

Interment/
Postlewaite
1:30pm

Funeral
Reception
3:30pm
Private

31

Interment/Bird
10:00am

Possible Funeral
Reception
10:30am
Private




