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Upcoming Events 
 

*Please see the calendar on 

page 4 for an updated list of 

events.* 

DECEMBER 2024 

Pledge Payment Snapshot  

 

 

2024 Budget  $205,150 

YTD Budget:      $205,150 

YTD Actual:    $210,347 

Difference:          $+5,197 

From the Rector 
 

A New Year brings new opportunities.  At Ascension, we are finishing 2024 in a 

stronger place financially, even after several property improvement efforts.  Looking 

ahead, 2025 holds much promise.   

 

There are many people to be thanked –  a great Vestry and Wardens team, generous 

givers, those who made provision for the Church of the Ascension  in their wills, and 

to paraphrase Public Television – parishioners like you. This enables us to focus more 

fully on our core ministries and on our vision statement. 

 

Our vision statement makes it clear that we are not just “in business” for ourselves 

but that we serve and exist for others.  We serve through our core ministries of     

Worship, Fellowship, Outreach, Pastoral Care, Formation, and Presence.   

 

As a well-known rabbi once put it – “It’s time for an “I have a dream” speech.” My 

dream is that this year we will continue to tap into our fundamental health as a    

parish, discover new gifts of the Spirit, and reach out in love and generosity to each 

other, and to our community and our world.  

 

Father Michael+ 

 

P.S. – MY THANKS to all who worked so hard to make this Christmas such a won-

derful celebration!  And a thank you on behalf of the clergy for the generous purse!  

2024 Ascension Christmas Outreach 
 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the Christmas      

Outreach project with Hillsides. Together Ascension donated 

$750 in gift cards. Hillsides distributed them at Christmas-

time to the folks that they serve that were in significant need. 

 

 

Annual Holiday Shopping Party  

Thank you to all who enjoyed the private holiday 

shopping party at Savor the Flavor on November 

23rd.  Savor the  Flavor donated 10% of the        

proceeds ($225) back to the church.   

2025 Stewardship 

Update 

$194,010 
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One thing I know for certain is that what I expect (or hope) the New Year 

will bring is often not what happens. Personally, the last year was a perfect 

example. But what I do know for sure is that prayer will be my constant  

companion. 

 

Here are six keys that have helped me develop a more powerful and effective 

prayer life. I hope they will encourage you to make 2025 a year of prayer. 

 

 

 

1. Know to whom you are speaking. 

Prayer is a conversation with God, and every conversation begins by addressing the person to whom you are speaking by 

name. I find it helpful in my prayer times to focus on which of the Holy Trinity I need to talk to. Often I talk to Jesus, the 

friend who is closer than a brother . Other times I cry out to the Holy Spirit, who fills and empowers me to do the tasks 

Father God has called me to do. Having a distinct sense of who I am speaking to helps me formulate what I want to say 

and how I want to say it. 

2. Thank God. 

A heartfelt thank you is always a great conversation starter. Like any parent, God loves to see that we have grateful 

hearts. But more importantly, as we take the time to praise God for all He has done in the past — the answered prayers, 

the impossible situations overcome, the healings and grace — our faith to believe for even greater answers to prayer 

grows stronger and more confident. Praise opens the gates of heaven and should always be part of our alone time with 

God. 

3. Ask for God’s will. 

The Lord’s Prayer is not the only place where Jesus role-modeled a heart of obedience and submission to the will of God 

over his own desires and needs. In a world where right and wrong are frequently confused and the future is so uncertain, 

it can be hard to know how to pray or what to ask for when difficult circumstances arise. But the one thing we can know 

with absolute certainty is that God’s plan for those who love him is good, and the safest place we can be is in the center of 

his divine will. 

4. Say what you need. 

In Jesus’ time, bread was a staple — one of the most basic needs of life — and he did not hesitate to ask God to provide it. 

But we often hesitate to bother God with the little things we need, thinking he shouldn’t be bothered. And when the big 

problems come, we try everything we can to solve the problem before we think to pray. The Bible says, “You do not have 

because you do not ask God.” So never hesitate to ask God for what you need in 2025. Your Father in heaven delights to 

give you good gifts. 

5. Ask for forgiveness. 

James 5:16 reminds us that if we want our prayers to be heard, our hearts need to be right with God and with one      

another. If you feel your prayers are bouncing off the ceiling, take some time to check your heart. 
 

6. Pray with a friend. 

There is power in agreement when we pray in Jesus’ name.  When I have an urgent need to take before the throne of 

God, I will often call a friend to pray with me.  If you don’t already have one, make finding a trusted prayer partner one 

of your goals in 2025. 

 

Be well, be blessed, pray with renewed intent. 

Happy New Year! 

Deacon Ed+ 

(originally offered in 2023) 
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WE ARE SO GRATEFUL FOR YOUR      

GENEROUSITY THIS CHRISTMAS.  YOU 

ALLOWED US TO MAKE OUR BEAUTIFUL 

SANCTUARY EVEN MORE BEAUTIFUL 

FOR THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD.  THANK 

YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT . 

ST. ANNE’S ALTAR GUILD 

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candles 

The 2025 sign-up sheets for altar flowers and altar candles are now available on the bulletin board 

in Hawks Hall.  The Signup Genius links will be ready soon.  For now, contact the parish office if 

you would like to signup via Signup Genius.  **Payment should be made by CHECK ($50.00 for 

flowers and $15.00 for a candle)  payable to Church of the Ascension.**  Please include a note giving 

the date that you signed up for and any dedication.   

 

Please join in Ascension’s monthly collection 

of specific “Gold Items” for Friends in Deed.  

They include canned tuna and chicken, 

hearty soups, stew, chili, pasta and pasta 

sauce, peanut butter, cereal, rice, oil, sugar, 

flour, fruit juice, and vegetable juice (V8).  

 

Look for the donation 

bin at the back of the 

church. 



 

Our vision is that The Episcopal Church of the Ascension serves Christ today for those 
who will come to know Christ tomorrow. 

WORSHIP, FORMATION, PASTORAL CARE, FELLOWSHIP, OUTREACH, PRESENCE 
25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 ~ 626-355-1133    www.ascension-sierramadre.com 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 
NEW YEARS 

DAY 
 

*PARISH OFFICE 
CLOSED* 

2 
 
 
 

 

3 
 
 

4 
 

5 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

9am Between the Masses 
Discussion Group  
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

6 
 
8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 
 

7 
 
6pm 
Tuesday Night 
Dinner Group 

Meets 

8 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 

 

9 
8:15am Mass 
 
9am 
Rector’s Forum 

 
10:30am 
Staff Mtg 

 

6pm—8pm 
Ladies Golf 

Group Meets  
Hall 

Private 

1O 
 

 

11 
 

 
10:30am 

Memorial Service 
for Ross Kellock 

followed by a 
reception in 
Hawks Hall.   

12 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

9am Between the Masses 
Discussion Group  
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

 
 

13 
8:15am-
9:45am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 

14 
 

 

6pm 
Tuesday Night 

Dinner Group 
Meets 
 

 

 

15 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 

 

16 
 

8:15am Mass 

 
9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 

 

17 
 

 

18 

 
 

19 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

 

9am Between the Masses 

Discussion Group  
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

 
 

20 
 
8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 
 

 
MARTIN 

LUTHER KING 
DAY 

 

*PARISH 
OFFICE 

CLOSED* 

 
 

21 
 

 
6pm 
Tuesday Night 
Dinner Group 

Meets 
 

 

7pm Vestry 
Meeting/Hall 

22 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 

 

23 
 

8:15am Mass 

 
9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 

 

10:30am 
Staff Mtg 

24 25 
 
 
 

26 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

 

9am Between the Masses 

Discussion Group  
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

 
 

27 
8:15am-
9:45am 
Gooden Chapel 

 
8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 
 

 

28 
 
6pm Tuesday 
Night Dinner 

Group Meets 

29 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 

30 
 
8:15am Mass 
 

9am 
Rector’s Forum 

31  

Spire Creator:  Kim Lumino, Parish Administrator 

JANUARY 2025 

Fr. Michael out of office/Clergy Support Group 

Fr. Michael Vacation through January 4th  


