Upcoming Events

July 4th — INDEPENDENCE DAY!

Parish Office Closed

July 14th — 11:30am/Hall
Baby Shower for Jobi McGuffie

July 16th — 7pm/Hall
Vestry Meeting

July 24h — DEADLINE FOR
ORDERING DODGER NIGHT
TICKETS!

*The next Parish Ministry
Council Meeting is scheduled
for Sunday, August 11 @ Noon
in the Library*.

June
Pledge Payment Snapshot
(through June 28th)

2019 Budget $220,881

'YTD Budget: $110,440.50 |
'YTD Actual:  $109,545.00
Difference: $-895.50

What will our

Baby Shower for Baby McGuffie
(and parents Josh ¢ Jobi) -

Sunday, July 14, 2019 O T
At 10:15 Coffee Hour
Dessert PotluCk—cakes, pies, cookies, brownies, etc.

Monhetary donations accepted towards a Parish Gift

Malke checks payable to Lynne Holl - mail to Church or put in Altar Guild box
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From the Rector

One of the things St. Benedict (c. 480 — ¢.550) is credited with is
establishing a Rule of Life. There is evidence that earlier monastics
had created a way to live a structured, intentional life; but Benedict
gets the recognition. Later religious communities also developed Rules
of Life, and today many people seek to live intentionally into their
baptismal vows.

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has invited members of the Episcopal
Church into what he calls the Way of Love. This Way holds seven
elements - Turn - Learn - Pray - Worship - Bless - Go - Rest. You can
find out more about the Way of Love at httpsi/
www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love-materials.

Recently I attended my third CREDO Conference. (CREDO is a
program sponsored by the Church Pension Fund. It’s designed to help
Episcopal clergy reflect upon their lives from a financial perspective, a
vocational perspective, a spiritual perspective, and from the
perspective of physical and emotional health.) A major theme of this
conference was developing or refreshing a personal rule of life.

For many years, I have been engaged in a modified Benedictine rule —
Stability of life, Conversion of life, and Accountability. But this
conference led me to expand my rule by adding two more elements —
Availability and Vulnerability -- and to qualify what I intend to
practice in order to live into this rule. So here it is —

e  Stability of life Be dependable, exercise strategic thinking
e  Conversion of life Make new habits, strive for health

o Accountability Be loyal, act with integrity

o Availability Exercise openness, curiosity

e  Vulnerability Be transparent, take “right” risks

If you’d be interested in talking about a rule of life, Deacon Ed and I
would be happy to meet with you.

Blessings, MAB+

ber?

eyt PO

Question?  Contact Lynne Holl 626-355-1560 Or 626-437-8219



https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love-materials
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/way-of-love-materials

Despedida for Ministry Intern Tim Hartley ~ June 9, 2019

*Thank You to Meg Cox for planning and organizing the
Despedida and good luck to Tim!*

NOTES FROM THE LOFT

I donated my organs ~

Yes, I really did! But ~ not human organs. In 1968 I was working on my master’s degree at Northwestern University,
about forty miles from home. The church with which I was affiliated at the time was newly-established and holding
Sunday services at an elementary school gymnasium. This meant that I had no organ on which to practice during the
week — for neither services nor my school assighments. So I purchased a two-manual, full pedal board electronic Bald-
win organ for our home so that I could have an instrument on which to practice. That organ moved with us to three
houses in Illinois, two in North Carolina, and four in California.

In addition, my husband and I inherited his grandmother’s antique pump organ, which dated from approximately 1885.
While still functional, it was more of a conversation piece than anything.

Which brings me to the past two years. As some of you can relate, I decided it was time to begin downsizing. The or-
gans, which weren’t being used much anymore, were taking up quite a bit of space in my second-floor loft; and my liv-
ing room grand piano was sufficient to meet my current practice needs. So the quest began to find someone or some
organization who might benefit from these organs. After two years of failed efforts, I was reluctantly thinking that I'd
have to hire workers to put the instruments out at the curb, which would have broken my heart. So my last effort was
to post the availability on Facebook ~ within ten minutes an interested party responded. And so my organs went to the
Temecula Fine Arts Network Theater Company ~ I couldn’t be happier ~ thrilled that they’re going to be put to good
use!

Back to music at Ascension for July: On the 7th, T'll be at the
console; for the rest of the month while I'm on vacation, Jobi
will be leading worship from the piano (thanks, Jobi!). Will be
back in August ~

At the still point of the universe, all that is not silence 1s song,
and all creation, hearing it, dances for joy.
The song of the universe 1s the song of life, its rhythms defined by the
cadence of time,
its beauty in 1ts holy harmony.
The song is sung best when sung by the heart.
~Alfred V. Fedak

Debora ﬂzgﬁcman, Director of Music and Organist




When was the last time you spoke to yourself about yourself? Yes, you heard me correctly...
talk about yourself. Some of us might find that an uncomfortable task, while others love talk-
ing about ourselves. You know the type.

We get so caught up in our lives that too often we forget how we feel about ourselves, about the
things that matter and don’t matter, and even the frivolous parts of our lives intended to make
us smile and hopefully take ourselves a little less seriously.

Here are a few questions to help you think about things you may not have thought about in a while. You may as well be
totally honest because only you will know the answers except, of course, for God. He'll know whether or not you can
share the truth about you with yourself. Ready?

What'’s your idea of perfect happiness? What’s your greatest fear? What’s your greatest extravagance? What do you con-
sider the most underrated virtue? On what occasion do you lie? What do you most dislike about your appearance? Which
living person do you most despise? What is your greatest regret? When were you your happiest? Which talent would you
most like to have?

What is your current state of mind? If you could change one thing about yourself, what would it be? What is your most
treasured possession? What do you most value in a friend? Who is your favorite hero of fiction? Who are your real life
heroes? What do you most dislike? How would you like to die?

In real life our real faith can be put to the test and measured by how honest we are with ourselves, our friends, family
and acquaintances, and most importantly with God.

This exercise is really all about prayer, being vulnerable, and our willingness to have an honest conversation with God.
Don’t be afraid to tell God how you feel about things and to share what you're really thinking. Maybe, He feels the same
way!

Live well, live blessed, live honestly with God in prayer.
Deacon Ed+

It's summertime... ol Get ready for the Friends In Deed
Back to School

as you are Backpack and School Supply Drive

snorkeling,

i Bring your donations to Church any time in July

surfing, or
jUSt haﬂgiﬂg OUt at the This year’s needs are
beach, please

Backpacks--new sturdy backpacks (no red or blue colors please)
3-Ring binders

Tab Dividers

College ruled notebook paper

Spiral notebooks

Pencils

Dry erase markers

Colored Pencils

Crayola Crayons (24 pack)

Rulers —

Glue Sticks S CE O Iy

remember to send in
your pledge

b payment!
(s

Thank You!

Friends In Deed will distribute to school aged children in need. Help kids be
prepared, feel confident, and have a successful school year.

Submitted by Scott Callihan,
Outreach Ministry Leader




O}
graduates

Faith Keith, 8th Grade

> .

Ian Cox, 12th Grade

The Dodgers welcome
The Diocese of Los Angeles!

ff)ﬁ/dw Tickets only $27!

///

¢ / ~ Fireworks after the game!!
> Los Angeles
Dodgers ™ We generally have about 25

Vs ~ ,b\ Yo people going, so get your money
T ™~ > ® in soon and don't be left out of
San Francisco " - the party.

Giants

.
. "

w Friday, September 6, _ e Sign-up sheet on Events Table in Hawks Hall.

7:00 p.m. o Deadline for ordering tickets is July 24.




EDUCATIONJYFOR MINISTRY

Classes forming now.

| EFM is a four year course study of theology

. starting with the Old Testament and
continuing through the New Testament,
.church history, and personal theology. The

Iart of Theological Reflection is taught every !

_year. We meet on Sunday afternoons for 36
Iweeks (late September thru early July).

' Everyone that has taken this course has

been more than satisfied and learned a lot.
| There is a cost of $375 per vear. See me if

you are interested.

- Mike Beach, Verger

Between the Masses Discussion Group
dJune 9, 2019

ASCENSION SUNDAY POTLUCK
JUNE 2, 2019

Thank You to Nicole Hanson and all who helped
out with the potluck!

4th of July Parade

2019
2019 Parade Sponsor - The Kensington
PARADE 10:00 am on Sierra Madre Blvd
Schedule of Events for our Community

JULY 3RD

PRE-PARADE PARTY & PICNIC

MEMORIAL PARK 5:30-10:30
LIVE MUSIC * GROOVY LEMON PIE 6:30-8:30
RIENDS OF SMLL % CRAFT BEER GARDEN 5:30-10:00
CONFETTI EGGS * CIVIC CLUB

DUNK TANK % COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

GLOW STICKS & BOTTLED WATER % CERT
KIDS FUN ZONE & BUBBLEWRAP FIREWORKS

FOOD TRUCKS

JULY 4TH

\ THE 9TH ANNUAL

 FIRECRACKER FUN RUN
KERSTING COURT 8:00-9:30 / CHECK IN 7:00-7:45
$26.00 ENTRY FEE % UNTIMED 5K FUN RUN

DRESS IN YOUR BEST RED, WHITE & BLUE!
REGISTER IN PERSON AT EVENT 6:45-7.45

SIERRA MADRE WOMAN'S CLUB
ANNUAL PRE-PARADE OPEN HOUSE
COMPLIMENTARY CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

OPEN TO ALL 8:00-10:00
550 W. SIERRA MADRE BLVD, SIERRA MADRE

COMMUNITY PICNIC & GAMES
SIERRA VISTA PARK 11:00-2:00
COMMUNITY GAMES * SIERRA MADRE YMCA 12:00
LIVE MUSIC % WABASH WAILERS
REE ENTRY TO SIERRA MADRE POOL % WATERWORKS
‘ CONFETTI EGGS * CIVIC CLUB

\ FOOD TRUCKS




Church of the Ascension Event Calendar- 2019

Tuesday, March 5

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper

Wednesday, March 6

Ash Wednesday Services

Wednesday, March 13

Lenten Study

Friday, March 15

Friday, Lent Devotional

Wednesday, March 20

Lenten Study

Thursday, March 21

House Church/Dinner

Friday, March 22

Friday, Lent Devotional

Wednesday, March 27

Lenten Study

Friday, March 29

Friday, Lent Devotional

Wednesday, April 3

Lenten Study

Friday, April 5

Friday, Lent Devotional

Wednesday, April 10

Lenten Study

Sunday, April 14

Palm Sunday/Holy Week Begins

Thursday, April 18

Youth Activities in preparation for Easter Sunday

Sunday, April 21

Easter Sunday

Thursday, May 16

House Church/Dinner

Sunday, June 2

Ascension Sunday

Sunday, June 9

Pentecost

Sunday, June 16

Trinity Sunday/Last Day Choir

Sunday, September 8

Fall Kick-Off

Thursday, September 19

House Church/Dinner

Saturday, September 21

Heal the Bay—Coastal Cleanup Day

Sunday, October 6

Blessing of the Animals

Thursday, October 17

House Church/Dinner

Thursday, October 31

Halloween Activities at Ascension

Thursday, November 21

House Church/Dinner

Saturday, November 23

Savor the Flavor Shopping Party

Monday, November 25

Women’s Room Thanksgiving Luncheon

Thursday, November 28

Thanksgiving Day Mass

Sunday, December 8

Christmas Pageant Rehearsals Begin

Tuesday, December 24

Christmas Eve Service/Pageant

Wednesday, December 25

Christmas Day Service
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Our vision is that The Episcopal Church of the Ascension serves Christ today for those
who will come to know Christ tomorrow.

WORSHIP, FORMATION, PASTORAL CARE, FELLOWSHIP, OUTREACH, PRESENCE
25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 ~ 626-355-1133 www.ascension-sierramadre.com

SUNDAY

MONDAY

Fr. Bamberger
Out of Office/
Clergy Group

JULY 2019

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY
3

5:30pm Yoga/Hall

THURSDAY

4
OFFICE
CLOSED

FRIDAY SATURDAY

7

8am Mass

9am Xian Ed. Hour/Sunday
School

Oam-10am-Between the Masses
Discussion Group

10:00am Childcare

10:15am Mass

8

Pasadena
Photochromers
Meeting (private)
Hawks Hall
6:30pm—9:30pm

Oam Xian Ed. Hour/Sunday
School

Oam-10am-Between the Masses
Discussion Group

10:00am Childcare

10:15am Mass

Baby Shower for
Jobi McGuffie AFTER the
10:15 service in Hawks

15

9
10am Prayer in
the Chapel

16
10am Prayer in
tthe Chapel

Vestry Mtg
Hall/7pm

10

5:30pm Yoga/Hall

Fr. Bamberger Out of Office /
ER&D N. CA

7am Mass
9am Forum
10:15am Staff Mtg

17

5:30pm Yoga/Hall

18

7am Mass
9am Forum

Oam Xian Ed. Hour/Sunday
School

Oam-10am-Between the Masses
Discussion Group

10:00am Childcare

10:15am Mass

22

Pasadena
Photochromers
Meeting (private)
Hawks Hall
6:30pm—9:30pm

23

10am Prayer in
the Chapel

24
5:30pm Yoga/Hall
DEADLINE TO

ORDER DODGER
NIGHT TICKETS

25

7am Mass
Q9am Forum
10:15am Staff Mtg

JULY SPIRE
ARTICLES DUE

Fr. Bamberger Out of Office /
Vacation

Covering Clergy/McGuffie

8am Mass

Oam-10am-Between the Masses
Discussion Group

10:00am Childcare

10:15am Mass

30

10am Prayer in
the Chapel

Fr. Bamberger Out of Office / Vacation

31
5:30pm Yoga/Hall

LAST DAY TO DROP
OFF ITEMS FOR
THE FRIENDS IN
DEED BACK TO

SCHOOL BACK

PACK AND SCHOOL

SUPPLY DRIVE

Gooden School
New Family
Orientation
7am-1llam
Hawks Hall

Spire Creator: Kim Lumino, Parish Administrator




