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Upcoming Events

*Please see the calendar on
page 4 for an updated list of
events.*

American
Red Cross

There will be a blood drive
in Hawks Hall on
Wednesday, July 9th from
Noon to 6pm.

Go to RED-
CROSSBLOOD.ORG and
enter sponsor code ECTA
to schedule an
appointment. We need at
least 25 participants to
reach the goal of 20 pints
of blood. All donors will
receive a pair of Red Cross
X goodr sunglasses.
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From the Rector

On July 1st, Debbie and I will fly to South Carolina to visit Matt and his family. We're
very excited to see our grandbabies (who are not such babies anymore) and celebrate
Jack’s second birthday.

I'm dreading the Fourth of July when it seems every household in their neighborhood
explodes hundreds of fireworks. It’s a reminder that life in The South is very different
from life in Sierra Madre.

In our Rector’s Forum, we have been reading a book titled The Demon of Unrest, by
Erik Larson. It is the story of how the Civil War started at Fort Sumter in Charleston
harbor. And it is the story of how slavery played the key role in the secession of the
Southern States.

One day while we are visiting, we are going to a place called The Charleston Tea
Garden. It is the site where tea was first successfully grown in the United States. It’s
now owned by the Bigelows. According to their website, “In 2020, the name changed
from Charleston Tea Plantation to Charleston Tea Garden, honoring the land’s
agricultural roots and recognizing the historical weight of the word ‘plantation.” Our
son Matt lives in a sprawling development called Foxbank Plantation. I suppose at
some point there was an actual plantation there and enslaved people worked the
land.

History calls us to examine the past with clear eyes, and sometimes we must encoun-
ter uncomfortable truths. A trip to Fort Sumter is not on our agenda for this visit. We
did go there on a previous trip. I look forward to going there on a future visit, having
read Larson’s book

Blessings,
Father Michael+

JUNE 2025
Pledge Payment Snapshot

$38

2025 Budget $205,150

'YTD Budget:
'YTD Actual:

' Difference:

$102,575
$99,202

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candles

We would like to remind everyone that you can now sign-up for altar
flowers and sanctuary candles online through Signup Genius. You can
also sign-up on the sign-up sheets in Hawks Hall.

**Payment should be made by CHECK ($50.00 for flowers and $15.00 for
a candle) payable to Church of the Ascension.** Please include a note
giving the date that you signed up for and any dedication.

Here are the sign-up genius links:

Sanctuary Candles:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4CA8A623A3FE3-54223863-sanctuary

Altar Flowers:
https!//www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4CA8A623A3FE3-
54223716-flowers



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4CA8A623A3FE3-54223863-sanctuary
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4CA8A623A3FE3-54223716-flowers
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4CA8A623A3FE3-54223716-flowers

I thought I'd change things up a little. As you are aware, I'm on the search committee for
our next bishop. During the next two months we will be narrowing the slate of candi-
dates preparing for the election in November.

So, I've decided to share some of my favorite and fun musings from “God Went to Beauty
| School” by Cynthia Rylant, an American author and librarian. She has written more
than 100 children's books including works of fiction (picture books, short stories, and
novels), nonfiction, and poetry. Several of her books have won awards including her nov-
el Missing May, which won the 1993 Newbery Medal, and A Fine White Dust, which was
-+ a 1987 Newbery Honor book. Two of her books are Caldecott Honor Books. Here are
three of my favorite Rylant poems.

God Went to Beauty School

He went there to learn how to give a good perm and ended up just crazy about nails so He opened up His own shop.
"Nails by Jim" He called it. He was afraid to call it Nails by God. He was sure people would think He was being disre-
spectful and using His own name in vain and nobody would tip. He got into nails, of course, because He'd always loved
hands-- hands were some of the best things He'd ever done and this way He could just hold one in His and admire those
delicate bones just above the knuckles, delicate as birds' wings, and after He'd done that awhile, He could paint all the
nails any color He wanted, then say, "Beautiful," and mean it.

God Got A Dog
He never meant to. He liked dogs, He liked them ever since he was a kid, but He didn’t think he had time for one now.
He was always working and dogs needed so much attention.

God didn’t know if He could take being needed by one more thing. But He saw this dog out by the tracks and it was hun-
gry and cold and lonely and God realized He made that dog somehow, somehow He was responsible though He knew logi-
cally that He had only set the world on its course. He couldn’t be blamed for everything. But He saw this dog and He felt
bad so He took it on home and named it Ernie and now God has somebody keeping His feet warm at night.

God Got Arrested

But they didn’t know it was Him because He had on a disguise. It was His guy-disguise. He was actually pretty proud of
it. It had a tattoo around the belly button (which hurt!). Anyway, He got arrested because He got into a fight at a bar
when somebody said something about Jesus Christ except not in a good way at all. Might as well have insulted God’s
mother (now that’s another whole story), because God — who was there because He liked the jukebox-lost it. And his an-
ger erupted like the wrath of...

Oh, right. Never mind. Just be careful dropping names in Kenny’s tavern. Might be next to a relative.

Be well, be blessed, stay cool and read.
Deacon Ed+
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MAY | JUNE | JULY 2025

Look for the donation bin
at the back of the church.

A $2 donation is appreciated.
Thank You!
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CHURCH SPONSORED EVENT
HOT DOG SOCIAL

Sunday, August 10, 2025
Following the 10:15 Service

Please wander into Hawks Hall and enjoy a hotdog, chips, and a scoop of macaroni
salad, followed by an ice cream cone!

It is warm these days, so let’s cool off and enjoy fellowship!
Please sign up for the Hotdog Social so that | can gauge the number of participants.
A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board leading into Hawks Hall.

V7 /éamﬁ
Hospitality Hostess

{ WA The Dodgers welcome
Vz /%? v The Diocese of Los Angeles!
i / - Tickets only $42!

Los Angeles
Fireworks after

Dodgers SN o
(| © %) the game!!

VS.

Arizona
Diamondbacks __ e Sign-up sheet on bulletin board in Hawks Hall
> or call/email the parish office.

e Deadline for ordering tickets is
Sunday, July 20.




Our vision is that The Episcopal Church of the Ascension serves Christ today for those
who will come to know Christ tomorrow.

WORSHIP, FORMATION, PASTORAL CARE, FELLOWSHIP, OUTREACH, PRESENCE
25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 ~ 626-355-1133 www.ascension-sierramadre.com
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