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Upcoming Events 
 

*Please see the calendar on 

page 4 for an updated list of 

events.* 
 
 

 

MAY 2024 

Pledge Payment Snapshot  

 

 

 

2024 Budget  $205,150 

YTD Budget:      $85,479 

YTD Actual:    $84,775 

Difference:          $-704 

From the Rector 
 

Most days, I come into the office via the lych-gate and through the Memorial Garden. 

At this time of year, the roses are blooming gloriously. After the rain we have had 

this year, the weeds are also bursting forth.  

 

Also, over the years, people have planted Easter lilies in various spots around the 

garden – perhaps in the locale of where a loved one is interred. It’s curious that the 

Easter lilies are out of synch with the liturgical year. They are just now getting ready 

to bloom and it is now well after Pentecost. 

 

Each time I pass through the garden, I am also cognizant of the names on the 

plaques. I sometimes stop to consider my memories of the folks who are buried in the 

garden. After serving at Ascension for almost 39 years, there are a lot of personal 

memories.  

 

I consider how blessed I am to go to work each day passing through such sacred 

space.  

 

Father Michael+ 
 
 

 

MEN’S GROUP LUNCHEON 

Wednesday, June 5th 
Nano Café @ Noon 
RSVP to Fr. Michael 

Happy Father’s Day 

June 16th, 2024 

BISHOP VISIT ON JUNE 9TH 

 

ON JUNE 9TH THERE WILL BE ONE 

SERVICE AT 9:30am. We look forward 

to welcoming back the Right Reverend 

Katharine Jefferts Schori for our Episcopal Visita-

tion. Bishop Katharine will be celebrating, preaching 

and confirming at the SINGLE service at 9:30am. 
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My Good Friday homily began with explaining how I challenged myself during Lent 

by finding ways to ask myself, “What if.” 

 

What if – not with a sense of regret for what I could of, would of, should of done. And 

not with a sense of anticipation – what if I do this, that, or whatever. 

 

Rather, What if  - I challenge myself to experience prayer and scripture by forgetting 

what I think I know and open myself up to what I might be missing, to what I 

thought I knew, to what I might not be hearing, to what I might be avoiding. “What if” I simply began again. 

 

I’ve continued and expanded this practice by asking myself “What if” in all sorts of situations, some quite ordinary and 

others more challenging. 

 

I certainly encourage you to ask “what if” questions and see where they lead you. During this season of Pentecost, you 

might engage with the Spirit of Truth and play along…no telling where you’ll end up. 

 

Here are just a few suggestions to get you started on your journey of “what if.” 

What if – I woke up and my first words were “thank you, Lord, for a new day and bring it on? 

What if – I wasn’t afraid of your differences and realized I’m different too or the same as you? 

What if – I didn’t resist my pain and listened to what it had to say? 

What if – I took my fear with me and did it anyway? 

What if – I had that extra piece of cheesecake? (well, maybe not) 

 

Be well, be blessed, ask “what if” and remember – roses are red, violets are blue, the Holy Spirit is looking out for you. 

Deacon Ed+  

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candles 

We would like to remind everyone that you can now sign-up for altar flowers and sanctuary candles 

online through Signup Genius.  You can also sign-up on the sign-up sheets in Hawks Hall.     

**Payment should be made by CHECK ($50.00 for flowers and $15.00 for a candle)  payable to 

Church of the Ascension.**  Please include a note giving the date that you signed up for and any 

dedication.   

Here are the sign-up genius links: 

Sanctuary Candles:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E44A4A628A7F94-sanctuary1  

Altar Flowers:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E44A4A628A7F94-altar1  

Please join in Ascension’s monthly collection of specific “Gold Items” for Friends 

in Deed.  They include canned tuna and chicken, hearty soups, stew, chili,   

pasta and pasta sauce, peanut butter, cereal, rice, oil, sugar, flour, fruit juice, 

and vegetable juice (V8).  

 

https://ascension-sierramadre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=736a952103ecbc6076acab358&id=ea5e150871&e=07bf951313
https://ascension-sierramadre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=736a952103ecbc6076acab358&id=fe274c4165&e=07bf951313
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DO YOU ENJOY COOKING AND/OR BAKING? 
 

If so, I have a treat for you!  I belong to a group of ladies that provides a 

monthly hot meal to “The Women’s Room of Friends Indeed” (TWR).  We 

call ourselves the “Cookie Ladies.”  

 

Our coordinators are Jennifer and Mishele. These coordinators design a themed menu for the 

third Monday of each month. About a week or so before the third Monday, we receive an email 

with a link for signupgenius.com; and this link provides the theme for the month’s lunch, along 

with suggestions of what is needed to make the meal.  For example:  The May menu was a    

Deli-Style Lunch. The suggestions for a dish were a Hearty Bean Pot, Turkey Wraps, Italian 

Pasta Salad, Mac N Cheese or a Taco Casserole, Green Salad, Garlic Bread and dessert. 

 

Participants prepare the selected choice at their own homes and deliver it to the home of either 

Mishele or Jennifer; both of these ladies live in Pasadena.  (The email provides information as 

to where to deliver and the time for delivery) normally between 9:00 am to 11:00 am. 

 

Please feel free to check out the TWR at friendsindeedpas.com 

 

We are in-need of additional “Cookie Ladies” to help prepare these meals.  If you are interested, 
please contact me either by text or email. 
 

Thank you for your consideration, 

Lisa Wagner 

Text:  626.710.8909 

Email:  lisawagner069@gmail.com  

 

PENTECOST BAPTISM 

May 19, 2024 
 

Thank You to  

Jon Prentice for the 

photos.  



 

Our vision is that The Episcopal Church of the Ascension serves Christ today for those 
who will come to know Christ tomorrow. 

WORSHIP, FORMATION, PASTORAL CARE, FELLOWSHIP, OUTREACH, PRESENCE 
25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 ~ 626-355-1133    www.ascension-sierramadre.com 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 
 
 

2 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

9am Between the Masses 
Discussion Group  
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

Music Recital 
1:30pm—4:30pm 
Hall/Private 

3 
 
8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 

4 
 
6Pm 
Tuesday Night 
Dinner Group 

Meets 

5 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 
5:30pm Yoga/Hal 
 

Men’s Group 
Luncheon 
Nano Café 

Noon—RSVP to 

Fr. Michael 

6 
 
8:15am Mass 
 

9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 

 

10:30am 
Staff Mtg 

7 
 

8:00am-3:00pm 
Gooden School 
Promotions 

Church 

8 
 
Funeral 
Reception 

11am—3pm 
Hall 
Private 
 

 

 

9 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

9:30am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

 

*Special brunch to follow 
service in Hawks Hall* 

10 
 

 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 

11 
 

 

6Pm 
Tuesday Night 

Dinner Group 
Meets 

12 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 
5:30pm Yoga/Hal 
 

 
 

13 
 

8:15am Mass 

 
9am 
Rector’s Forum 

14 
 

SMM Music Recital 
5pm—8pm 

Hall/Private 

15 

 
SM Rotary Club 
Meeting 
8:30am—Noon 

Library 

16 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

9am Between the Masses 
Discussion Group  
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

17 
 
8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 
 

 
 

18 
 

6Pm Tuesday 
Night Dinner 
Group Meets 
 

 
 

7pm Vestry 
Meeting/Hall 

19 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 
5:30pm Yoga/Hal 

 
 

20 
 

8:15am Mass 

 
9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 

 

10:30am 
Staff Mtg 
 
Noon 

Clericus Mtg 
Hall 

21 22 
 
 
 
 
 

23 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

9am Between the Masses 
Discussion Group  
 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

24 
 

 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 

25 

 

6Pm 

Tuesday Night 
Dinner Group 
Meets 

26 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 
5:30pm Yoga/Hal 

 

 
 

27 
 

8:15am Mass 
 

9am 
Rector’s Forum 

28 29 

30 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

9am Between the Masses 
Discussion Group  
 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

  
 

 
  

Spire Creator:  Kim Lumino, Parish Administrator 

JUNE 2024 

Fr. Michael out 

of office/Clergy   

Support Group 

BISHOP VISIT 

Father’s Day 


