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Upcoming Events From the Rector

*Please see the calendar on  Most days, I come into the office via the lych-gate and through the Memorial Garden.
page 4 for an updated list of At. this time of year, the roses are blf(?oming gloriously. After the rain we have had
e this year, the weeds are also bursting forth.
Over the years, people have planted Easter lilies in various spots around the garden —
perhaps in the locale of where a loved one is interred. It’s curious that the Easter
MEN'S GROUP LUNCHEON lilies are o.ut. of synch with the'liturgical year. They are just now getting ready to
bloom and it is now after Ascension Day.
Wednesday, June 4th

Nano Cafe @ Noon Each time I pass through the garden, I am also cognizant of the names on the

RSVP to Fr. Michael plaques. I sometimes stop to consider my memories of the folks who are buried in the
garden. Most recently, we interred Carolyn Johnson. Carolyn was on the Search
Committee that called me in the Spring of 1985.

After serving at Ascension for almost 40 years, there are a lot of personal memories. I
consider how blessed I am to go to work each day passing through such sacred space.

Blessings,
MAB+

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candles

MAY 2025 We would like to remind everyone that you can now sign-up for altar
Pledge Payment Snapshot flowers and sanctuary candles online through Signup Genius. You can

also sign-up on the sign-up sheets in Hawks Hall.

$ $ $ **Payment should be made by CHECK ($50.00 for flowers and $15.00 for
‘ a candle) payable to Church of the Ascension.** Please include a note

giving the date that you signed up for and any dedication.

2025 Budget $205,150 . ) .
Here are the sign-up genius links:

'YTD Budget:  $85,479 :
3 udget:  § B Sanctuary Candles:
3 YTD Actual: $87,442 B https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4CA8A623A3FE3-54223863-sanctuary

' Difference: $+1,963 B Altar Flowers:
I I https:/www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4CA8A623A3FE3-54223716-flowers



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4CA8A623A3FE3-54223863-sanctuary
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4CA8A623A3FE3-54223716-flowers

Why now? Well, I'm glad you asked. Since the beginning of the current administration, more
pE AL LIFE and more is being said from the pulpit and in communities around the country about the
blatant disregard for our constitution and democracy.

4’“ Those in power have decided that our wellbeing, our rights, and our happiness are optional.
They are not! When the rich and powerful project their own darkness onto the rest of us, it

serves to dehumanize and despiritualize generations of races, women, sexual minorities,
REAL FAITH handicapped people, the weak, and the elderly whom the powerful are able to culturally dis-
parage and dismiss as “of no account.” People are angry, finding their voices and speaking

out. They are hurting, feeling victimized, and rightfully so.

The First Letter of John says: “If you claim to be in the light but hate your brother or sister, you are in the darkness
still” (1 John 2:9). His words were direct and strong. He goes on, “By this do we know that we have passed from death to
life, if we love the brothers and sisters” (3:14). For John, the two great commandments, Love God and Neighbor, have
become one and the same.

In its better moments, Christianity and particularly the Episcopal Church have taken history and its involvement in
public life seriously. Keep in mind that there is only one history: God’s history. Salvation history and secular history are
not on two different tracks that we can separate.

As a Deacon, I believe that the gospel contains within it an inherently public and political message. Consequently, if the
church refuses to speak into this area of life, our gospel message remains incomplete. Francis Schaeffer writes in A
Christian Manifesto: “it is Christ’s universal authority that is the very foundation of the Great Commission (Matthew
28:18-20). Without such a unified authority, the gospel cannot go forward. To embrace the secular/sacred divide is to
neuter Christianity and short-circuit the good news. All of life is spiritual, and all of life is under Christ’s authority.”

Schaeffer elaborates: “True spirituality covers all of reality . . . the Lordship of Christ covers all of life and all of life
equally. It is not only that true spirituality covers all of life, but it covers all parts of the spectrum of life equally. In this
sense there is nothing concerning reality that is not spiritual.”

So why now? People like to say, “Oh, the church has suddenly gotten involved in politics.” All we need to do is read medi-
eval history. The church has always been involved in politics; now we are just changing sides. Unfortunately, we were
often on the side of the rich and powerful instead of the poor and marginalized. It is always and without exception the
victimized that Jesus chooses.

Politics can and does become corrupt, but the original meaning of politics is involvement in human affairs. We should
and we must care about what’s happening in our country because God cares. It’s that simple.

Be well, be blessed, God is listening and waiting for you to speak out.
Deacon Ed+

FORWARD

Pick up a copy of the

Please join in Ascension’s monthly collection
) D2 of specific “Gold Items” for Friends in Deed. , new Forward
IN % They include canned tuna and chicken, ) N J Movement Day by Day
DEED hearty soups, stew, chili, pasta and pasta b/
sauce, peanut butter, cereal, rice, oil, sugar, i v Y1 found at the back of

booklet. Copies can be
flour, fruit juice, and vegetable juice (V8). | the church and on the
““| reception table in

= Hawks Hall.

Look for the donation bin : a1 L .
at the back of the church. : o] @ - 52 A $2 donation is appreciated.
: 3 Thank You!



https://www.esv.org/verses/Matt.%2028%3A18%E2%80%9320/
https://www.esv.org/verses/Matt.%2028%3A18%E2%80%9320/

9 GIVEBLOOD!

Elood Donation
. Conter

Blood Drive
The Episcopal Church
of the Ascension
Parish Hall

25 E Laurel Ave
Sierra Madre, CA 91024

Wednesday, July 9, 2025
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Please visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: ECTA to schedule an appointment.

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health
history questions on the day of your appointment.

Come give blood 7/1 to 7/14 for an exclusive pair of Red i t
Cross x goodr sunglasses, while they last! ey

goodr » ) Reacros

1-800-RED CROSS | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App

Offor applicable to presenting donons 071/2028-0714/2028, while supphes last. Omne size fits most. Subject to svailability of donation opporfunities in presenting donor's arsa.
Mo substitrions and not tramsferabls by presenting donor. Mot redesmable for cash. @ 2026 The American Mational Red Cross. Image and GO0 DR trademark used under ioenss
from GOODR LLC. ©3028 goodr | 1618802-01- AS
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Our vision is that The Episcopal Church of the Ascension serves Christ today for those
who will come to know Christ tomorrow.

WORSHIP, FORMATION, PASTORAL CARE, FELLOWSHIP, OUTREACH, PRESENCE
25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 ~ 626-355-1133 www.ascension-sierramadre.com

SUNDAY

1

8am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group

9am Choir Rehearsal

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

2
8:15am-
9:45AM

8:30am

out

Gooden Chapel

Yoga/Hall

JUNE 2025

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

3

Fr. Michael

of

office/Clergy
Support Group

4

8:15am-9am
iGooden Chapel

8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

Men’s Group
Luncheon
Nano Café

Noon—RSVP to

Fr. Michael

6Pm—Wednesday
Night Dinner
Group Meets

5
8:15am Mass

Q9am
Rector’s Forum

FRIDAY SATURDAY

7

2:30pm—6pm
Guitar
Recital/Hall
Private

8

8am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group

9am Choir Rehearsal

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

9

8:15am-
9:45AM

8:30am

Gooden Chapel

'Yoga/Hall

11
8:00am-1:00pm
iGooden
Promotion
Ceremonies/
IChapel

8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

6Pm—Wednesday
Night Dinner
Group Meets

12

8:15am Mass

Q9am
Rector’s Forum

10:30am
Staff Mtg

14

3:30pm—8:30pm
SMM Music
Recital/Hall
Private

15 Father’s Day

8am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group

9am Choir Rehearsal

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

16
8:30am

'Yoga/Hall

17

oon—Clericus
tg/Hall

7pm Vestry
Meeting/Hall

18

8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

6Pm—Wednesday
Night Dinner
Group Meets

19
8:15am Mass

Q9am
Rector’s Forum

Juneteenth
Parish Office
Closed

22

8am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group

9am Choir Rehearsal

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

23

8:30am

'Yoga/Hall

25

8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

6Pm—Wednesday
Night Dinner
Group Meets

26

8:15am Mass

9am
Rector’s Forum

10:30am
Staff Mtg

Fr. Michael Vacation/SC

29

8am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group

9am Choir Rehearsal

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

30

8:30am

'Yoga/Hall

Fr. Michael Vacation/SC—through July 7th

Spire Creator: Kim Lumino, Parish Administrator




