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From the Rector 
 

When I arrived at Ascension, there was a tradition already in 

place that the Gooden School and the parish celebrate Shrove 

Tuesday together. Both sides of Laurel all pitched in, and it 

was a good time for all. This shared meal continued for many 

years. But somehow, about a dozen years ago, Gooden          

implemented a Pancake Breakfast on Shrove Tuesday, and 

Ascension continued on with our Pancake Supper. 
 

This year, Joanne Woolner, Gooden’s Head of School,            

approached me about joining together again for a Pancake  

Supper. And so it happened! While a few lessons are to be 

learned, it was wonderful to again celebrate together. Young 

and old feasted together. The occasion was highlighted further 

by the presence of our Bishop – John Taylor and his wife Kathy 

O’Connor. (I want to offer my thanks to  Nicole Hanson and 

Jobi McGuffie for all their help on our side, and to Laurie    

Tortell from Gooden who coordinated the event for them.) 
 

I am always happy when Ascension and the Gooden 

School can unite in fellowship and in ministry. I’ve said 

in the past that our relationship should be symbiotic. 

Each entity, while distinct, needs the other to thrive. We 

are both stronger when things are going well for the 

other. 
 

As some of you know, each year the Altar Guild         

purchases a “blank” Paschal Candle for Eastertide and 

the following year. In the past, someone in the congrega-

tion has had the opportunity to decorate it. Over the 

years, we’ve had some absolutely beautiful and unique 

Paschal Candles. This year someone (or ones) from the 

Gooden community will have the chance to adorn our Paschal Candle.  
 

I’m already looking forward to  

Easter, and Lent has just begun. 
 

MAB+ 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

March 4th - Wednesday’s Lenten 

Study Begins/7pm ~ Library 

 
March 13th - Friday’s Lenten         

Devotional Begins/6:30pm ~ Hall 

 
March 14th - Vestry Work Day       

9am ~ Hall 

 
March 18th - House Church/Dinner 

6:30pm ~ Copeland Family Home 

 
March  22rd - Noon ~ Library 

Parish Ministry Council Meeting 

February 2020 

Pledge Payment Snapshot  
 

 
 

 

2020 Budget  $221,000 
            

YTD Budget:      $36,833 

YTD Actual:     $32,590 

Difference:          $-4,243 

MARCH 

First Wednesdays Lunch Group 
 

Starting March 4th, the men of the  

congregation are invited to join        

together for lunch and fellowship. 

 

We’ll gather the first Wednesday of the 

month at Noon for a start and see how 

it goes. 
 

Our first gathering will be at the Only 

Place in Town.  Please let the Rector 

know if you plan on attending so that 

space can be reserved for you. 

Ascension parishioners 

and Gooden students:  

Addison LaReau (left) 

& Nora Gorman (right). 

Photo Credit:  

Susan Bradforth,     

The Gooden School 

From left to right:  The Rev. Pastor Joshua McGuffie, The Very Rev. Canon Michael Bamberger, 

The Rt. Rev. John Harvey Taylor, The Rev. Canon Deacon Ed Sniecienski, and Head of The 

Gooden School, JoAnne Woolner.  Photo Credit:  Susan Bradforth, The Gooden School 

Father Bamberger (left) and  

Gooden School Chaplain  

David Kitch (right)  

Photo Credit:  Susan Bradforth,  

The Gooden School 

View more photos of the       

pancake supper on page 7! 

Ash Wednesday Chapel 

A NEW GROUP 
JUST FOR MEN! 
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Pick up a copy of the 

new Forward Movement 

Day by Day booklet.      

Copies can be found at 

the back of the church 

and on the reception 

table in Hawks Hall. 
 

A $2 donation is   

requested. 

Pick up a copy! 
 

Lenten Meditations 

2020 by Episcopal Relief 

& Development.   

 

Copies are available at 

the back of the church 

and on the reception 

table in Hawks Hall. 

NOTES FROM THE LOFT 
 

The Alleluias are gone and Lenten music has begun, a bit more introspective, contemplative, but always deeply      

moving, reaching into the depths of our souls.  Choral anthems for the month include: 
 

March 1 

 Let This Mind Be In You by Austin Lovelace, known as the Dean of American Church Music, text 

 from Philippians 2;  

Contemporary British composer Martin How’s sweet setting of Day By Day 
 

March 8 

 The beloved God So Loved the World by John Stainer, 19th century British composer; 

 Twentieth-century Anglican bishop Michael Baughan’s I Lift My Eyes from Psalm 121 
 

March 15 

 Sopranos Susan Beach and Carol Rasmussen are featured in the exquisite Lord, Bow Thine Ear by 

 Felix Mendelssohn, German composer of the early romantic period; 

 Lamb of God by 18th century English composer Samuel Webbe 
 

March 22 

 The very moving setting of When I Survey the Wondrous Cross by contemporary American Gilbert 

 Martin 

 Eighteenth century British composer/organist Maurice Greene’s setting of The Lord Is My Shepherd 
 

March 29 

 Another anthem by Austin Lovelace ~ None Other Lamb; 
 When Jesus Wept by Chicago native Douglas Wagner, contemporary composer 
 

May the music of Lent add to the richness of your spiritual devotions. 

 
It is good to be last not first, pending the present distress; 
It is good to hunger and thirst, so it be for righteousness. 

It is good to spend and be spent, it is good to watch and to pray: 
Life and Death make a goodly Lent so it leads us to Easter Day. 

     ~ Christina Georgina Rossetti  

Debora Huffman,  Director of Music and Organist 

https://www.poetrynook.com/poet/christina-georgina-rossetti
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 Tom, Pattie, Mike, Jack, Ginny, Sally, Pete, Charlie, Juan, Ed – Rose and their three kids, 

Grace seven months pregnant, Tony and Marie – celebrating 45 years of marriage, Paul who’s 

dying of cancer, Minnie looking to hide from her abusive boyfriend …meet our neighbors. 
 

We may not know their names, their stories, their hopes and dreams; but we drive through their 

neighborhoods; we walk by them every day. Their neighborhoods are a lot like ours if we look 

closely and with an open heart. They’re clusters of makeshift tents, cardboard boxes, abandoned 

cars, and sometimes simply nowhere and sometimes everywhere. 
 

They are our neighbors, our brothers and sisters, the children whom we pin our hopes on to make the world a better 

place; and if we’re lucky, those kids might just catch a break and cure cancer or save the planet. 
 

Imagine, if we put our need for anonymity aside for a moment and learned their names the old-fashioned way – by       

asking. What if we attempted to make respectful contact, one human being born naked and wailing to another born the 

same way. Contact can mean a lot more than we might think to isolated, ostracized people who are used to being ignored.  

Maybe we can learn to unharden our hearts just a little toward our down and out brothers and sisters - embracing not 

ignoring. 
 

Are you looking for something to do during Lent?  Perhaps start with remembering that whenever we are in need,      

burdened, hurt, confused, in great pain, lonely, and feeling separated from God - we too are homeless and poor. Please 

feel free to add your name to the list above! 
 

Here’s the thing: we are all fragile, we are all broken, and we often need help getting up. Our neighborhoods and our  

stories don’t matter so much to God. We’re all the same in his eyes. In this hurting world, regardless of our circumstanc-

es, we all need to ask God for more attentive, humble, and gentle hearts so that we can see his face in the faces of all our 

brothers and sisters. Then we will know with certainty that God is everyone else in disguise and that we are all truly the 

same. 
 

Back to the original question – are you looking for something to do during Lent? Here’s a prayer that just may enhance 

your vision, soften your brokenness, and bring you home to God. 
 

O Lord, give us attentive, 

humble and gentle hearts 

to welcome with tenderness and compassion 

all the poor you send to us. 
 

Give us hearts full of mercy 

to love them, to serve them, 

to extinguish all discord 

and to see in our suffering and broken brothers, sisters and ourselves 

the presence of the living Jesus. 
 

Lord, bless us with the hands of your poor. 

Lord, smile at us in the eyes of your poor. 

Lord, receive us one day 

in the happy company of your poor. (prayer by Jean Vanier) 
 

Live well, live blessed, live with attentive and humble hearts. 

Deacon Ed+ 

Come to Ministry Fair and explore best practices for church vitality 
 

Want to learn more about best practices for local church mission and ministry,  

evangelism, stewardship, finance, communications and more? 

 

Come to the annual Diocesan Ministry Fair set for Saturday, March 7 at Campbell 

Hall Episcopal school, 4533 Laurel Canyon Blvd., Studio City. All are welcome, both 

parish teams and individuals, and there is no fee. Theme for the day is “Equipping 

the Saints to Serve.” 

 

Registration begins at 8 a.m. with opening prayer at 8:30 a.m. Participants are asked to bring their own  

lunches. For a full listing of workshops and information and to register,  

visit www.diocesela.org/ministryfair2020. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001tjjqWHlulTP5AtKVhWNRK26DC99yMfYf328iSK7wCdReQAaAnBb3oNSZ-QH8pjc-Q12UPVk3Q14bqn4J_pQmZS_sSSjfOpd7mpxDxhvxhfdiyPDFQmI-bK2Hq_KHXf9XyAL_SlbE9XZ6BnM3urxRdRCrZPOqBJF57CDmwGHiQko=&c=aIAj9uOvAxYtp-aX1CdUL_JcSNotEJnncoUMYyVI27Tj1wN8PDA8M
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Lenten Fridays @ Ascension 

When:     Evening Prayer 6:30 PM  -  Dinner 6:45 PM  

Where:    The chapel and Hawks Hall 

What:      Tasty Meatless Potluck Dinner and theological conversation 

Why:        Lent is a holy time for prayer and community!  

What dates:  Friday March 13, 20, 27; April 3 

 

Come share prayer time, a tasty and filling meal, and prayerful conversation. There will be a sign-up sheet for 

meatless pot luck dishes. Any questions, please talk to Pastor Josh.  

Lenten Class! 

I am excited to share that I will be leading a class/bible study this Lenten season on The    

Epistle of James. 
 

If you are not very familiar with James, it is a short New Testament letter with a fascinating 

history and a great jumping-off point for conversation.  Relatively uncovered in the lectionary,  

James should be somewhat novel for most. 
 

We will gather on Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm between Ash Wednesday and Holy Week 

(from March 4th through April 1st) which will give us five evenings to do a deep dive into James 

and all the various questions it raises about the Christian faith.  
 

I hope you can join us—more details to come! 

Tim Hamlin, Diocesan Discerner 

Lenten Goat drive with  

Episcopal Relief & Development 
 
 

Goats are hardy, reproduce quickly, and can be 

raised in a variety of climates to produce staple 

items such as milk, cheese, and manure for farming. Each goat 

is $80...let's get a whole herd!  Look for the goat donation box in 

the church during Lent and please turn in your contributions by 

Palm  Sunday April 5. 
 

 

 

 EASTER MUSIC 

Please consider making a          

contribution to our Easter music 

program.  Music offering           

envelopes will soon be available at 

the back of the church and on the 

reception table in Hawks Hall.                

Thank You for your support. 

      EASTER FLOWERS 

Although we are only in the beginning 

of Lent, we eagerly look forward to our 

glorious Easter celebration in April.   

 

In order to make this service as beautiful as possible, we 

need your generous donations for flowers.  Envelopes 

will soon be available at the back of the church and on 

the reception table in Hawks Hall, and checks should be 

made out to St. Anne’s Altar Guild.   

 

St. Anne’s thanks you in advance for your generosity in 

helping our Sanctuary look splendid for a Joyous Easter. 

CALLING ALL 

YOUTH! 

EASTER EGG  

STUFFING  PARTY 

 

FRIDAY, APRIL 10th  

3:30 PM—4:30PM 

 

To sign up, please contact  

Jobi McGuffie at  

Jobiharrell@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:Jobiharrell@gmail.com
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House Church & Dinner 

Wednesday, March 18th  @ 6:30pm 
 

Join us for House Church and Dinner on         

March 18th at 6:30pm at the Copeland family 

home.  The sign-up sheet is on the Events Table 

in Hawks Hall. 

 

Please contact the church office if you need the 

address.   

House Church   

& Dinner  

 Egg Hunt 2020! 
 

We are now collecting donations for   

candy treats (wrapped candies and jelly 

beans) and plastic eggs (large sized eggs 

preferred!) for our annual Easter Egg 

Hunts. Donations of additional treats 

(stickers, balloons, party favors) are also 

welcome.  
 

Thanks in advance for your support of 

this cherished tradition. 

Jobi McGuffie  

Bishop Taylor Recognizes  

Father Michael’s Service 
 

At the Shrove Tuesday Dinner, Bishop Taylor 

presented Father Michael with a representa-

tion of an icon of the Ascension in recognition 

of his 23 years of service as member and then           

co-chair of the Diocesan Commission on   

Ministry.  The Bishop lauded Father Michael 

for nurturing so many lay folk, deacons, and 

priests over these many years. Once again, 

we are reminded how truly blessed we are to 

have Father Michael as our priest.  

House Church & Dinner 

Wednesday, February 19, 2020 

Thank You to the Meehan Family for hosting!! 
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An exerpt from Now is the Time   
 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 

On Ash Wednesday, we are reminded of our mortality and our need of salvation. This year, more than ever, our world 

needs Lent and its invitation to return to Jesus Christ. 

 

We live in a world that is gripped by fear and hatred. Too many of our national leaders 

seem intent on steering to the low road. Time seems to be in short supply as jobs,      

families, and various electronic gizmos compete for our attention. Now more than ever, 

we need Lent. 

 

Lent is, above all else, an invitation to turn away from those things which keep us from 

following Jesus — and to turn toward those things which draw us closer to our Lord and 

savior. As St. Paul says, “Now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation!” 

 

Now is the time for us to renounce fear, to reject hatred, and to take the more difficult high road. Now is the time to 

make space in our lives for prayer, study, and worship. Now is the time to look carefully at our lives and to open up our 

hearts to change. Thanks be to God, the church has given us an entire season to do just these things. 

 

On Ash Wednesday, we are reminded of our mortality. It might seem gloomy, but in fact it is an invitation to savor this 

earthly life as a precious gift and to live it well. Jesus Christ wants us to have life and have it abundantly, and Ash 

Wednesday reminds us that we don’t really have that long to get to it. So let’s do that, shall we? 

 

On Ash Wednesday, get to church if you can. Hear the Gospel. Pray for God’s forgiveness. Receive the ashen cross on 

your forehead. And begin this season of repentance with an open heart. 

 

We wish you every blessing of God’s gracious love this Lenten season. 

Tim Schenck+     Scott Gunn+ 

 

The Supreme Executive Committee of Lent Madness 

Link to article:  (https://www.lentmadness.org/2020/02/now-is-the-time-2020/)  

A little humor to share from 

the 2020 Church Pension 

Group calendar.   

https://www.lentmadness.org/tim-and-scott/
https://www.lentmadness.org/2020/02/now-is-the-time-2020/
https://www.lentmadness.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Ash-Wednesday-child.jpg
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February 25, 2020 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 
 

*Thank You to Bishop John Taylor, Jobi Harrell,          

and Susan Bradforth from The Gooden School                

for sharing their photos* 

Gooden dad, Peter Smith,             

making pancakes. 



 

Our vision is that The Episcopal Church of the Ascension serves Christ today for those 
who will come to know Christ tomorrow. 

WORSHIP, FORMATION, PASTORAL CARE, FELLOWSHIP, OUTREACH, PRESENCE 
25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 ~ 626-355-1133    www.ascension-sierramadre.com 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
8am Mass 
9am Xian Ed. Hour/Sund Sch 
9am-10am-Between the Masses 

Discussion Group 
10:00am Childcare 
10:15am Mass 
11:45am Discernment Cmt 

Mtg/Library 
*Coffee Hour Outside- 
weather permitting* 

2 
8:15am—10am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

2pm—2:50pm 
Gooden Mindfulness 

Class/Hall 

3 
10am Prayer in 
the Library 

 

2pm—2:50pm 
Gooden 
Mindfulness 
Class/Hall 

48:45am—1:30pm 

Gooden Drama 

Classes/Hall 
 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 

Men’s Lunch Group 
Meets @ Noon~  

Only Place in Town 
 

Lenten Class-The 
Epistle of James 

Hall/Library~7pm 

5 
7am Mass 
8:15am—Gooden 
Chapel w/Eucharist 
9am Forum 

10:15am Staff Mtg 
3pm–6pm-Organist 
Rehearsal/Church 
7:30pm-Choir 

Rehearsal/Hall 

6 
 

Spiritual               
Direction 
Rectors 

Office 
10:30am 
Private  

7   

8 
8am Mass 
9am Xian Ed. Hour/Sunday 
School 

9am-10am-Between the Masses 
Discussion Group 
10:00am Childcare 
10:15am Mass 

 

9 
8:15am—10am 
Gooden Chapel 
2pm—2:50pm 

Gooden Mindfulness 

Class/Hall 
Pasadena 

Photochromers 
Meeting (private) 

Hawks Hall 
6:30pm—9:30pm 

10 
10am Prayer in 
the Library 
 

 

2pm—2:50pm 
Gooden 

Mindfulness 
Class/Hall 

11 
8:45am—1:30pm 
Gooden Drama 
Classes/Hall 

 
5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 
Lenten Class-The 
Epistle of James 

Hall/Library~7pm 

12 
7am Mass 
8:15am—Gooden 
Chapel w/Eucharist 
9am Forum 

3pm–6pm-Organist 
Rehearsal/Church 
7:30pm-Choir 
Rehearsal/Hall 
 

Gooden School 
International Day 
Setup—Hawks Hall 

13 
Gooden 
School 

International 
Day Food 

Presentation 
Hawks Hall 

 

Lenten 
Prayer & 
Potluck 

Chapel/Hall 
6:30pm 

14 
 
Vestry Workday 

Hawks Hall 
9am—11:30am 

15 
8am Mass 
9am Xian Ed. Hour/Sunday 
School 

9am-10am-Between the Masses 
Discussion Group 
10:00am Childcare 
10:15am Mass 

11:45am Discernment Cmt 
Mtg/Library 
 

Interment of Ashes for 
parishioner Helen Swan 
after the 10:15 service 
 

 

16 
8:15am—10am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

2pm—2:50pm 
Gooden 
Mindfulness 
Class/Hall 

 

 

17 
10am Prayer in 
the Library 
 

2pm—2:50pm 
Gooden 
Mindfulness 
Class/Hall 

 
Daisy Troop 

Meeting 
Hall 

4pm-5:30pm 

18 
8:45am—1:30pm 
Gooden Drama 
Classes/Hall 
 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 

House 
Church/Dinner 

6:30pm 

Copeland Family 
Home 

 

Lenten Class-The 

Epistle of James 
Hall/Library~7pm 

 

19 
7am Mass 
8:15am—Gooden 
Chapel 
9am Forum 

10:15am Staff Mtg 
3pm–6pm-Organist 
Rehearsal/Church 
7:30pm-Choir 

Rehearsal/Hall 
 
 

 

20 
 

Lenten 
Prayer & 
Potluck 

Chapel/Hall 
6:30pm 

21 
 

 
Quaker Group 

Retreat 
Hall/Church/ 

Kitchen/ 
Library/ 

Childcare Room 
8:30am-5:30pm 

22 
8am Mass 
9am Xian Ed. Hour/Sunday 
School 

9am-10am-Between the Masses 
Discussion Group 
10:00am Childcare 
10:15am Mass 
 

Noon—PMC Mtg/Library 

23 
8:15am—10am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

2pm—2:50pm 

Gooden Mindfulness 

Class/Hall 
 

Pasadena 
Photochromers 

Meeting (private) 
Hawks Hall 

6:30pm—9:30pm 

24 
10am Prayer in 
the Library 
 

2pm—2:50pm 
Gooden 
Mindfulness 
Class/Hall 

 

 

 

 

25 
8:45am—1:30pm 
Gooden Drama 
Classes/Hall 

 
5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 
Lenten Class-The 
Epistle of James 

Hall/Library~7pm 

26 
7am Mass 
8:15am—Gooden 
Chapel 
9am Forum 

3pm–6pm-Organist 
Rehearsal/Church 
7:30pm-Choir 
Rehearsal/Hall 

27 
 

Lenten 
Prayer & 

Potluck 
Chapel/Hall 

6:30pm 
 

 
 

28 

 
 

29 
8am Mass 
9am Xian Ed. Hour/Sunday 
School 

9am-10am-Between the Masses 
Discussion Group 
10:00am Childcare 
10:15am Mass 

11:45am Discernment Cmt 
Mtg/Library 

30 
8:15am—10am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

2pm—2:50pm 
Gooden 
Mindfulness 
Class/Hall 

31 
10am Prayer in 
the Library 
 

2pm—2:50pm 
Gooden 
Mindfulness 
Class/Hall 

    

Spire Creator:  Kim Lumino, Parish Administrator 

MARCH 2020 

Fr. Bamberger Out of Office—ER&D Sacramento 

Fr. Bamberger Out 

of Office / Clergy 

Support Group 

VOTING CLEAN-UP/HALL VOTING IN HAWKS HALL — Saturday, 2/29 thru Tuesday, 3/3 

Fr. Bamberger Out of Office—Vacation 


