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Upcoming Events 
 

*Please see the calendar on 

page 8 for an updated list of 

events.* 

Men’s Monthly 
Luncheon 

Wed, Nov 6 @ Noon, 
Nano Café 

RSVP to Fr. Michael 

OCTOBER 2024 

Pledge Payment Snapshot  

 

 

2024 Budget  $205,150 

YTD Budget:      $170,958 

YTD Actual:    $165,755 

Difference:          $-5,203 

From the Rector 
 

As I write this article, the pianos here at the Church of the Ascension are being 

tuned. While the repetitive plonking of the notes while the instruments are being 

brought into tune can be a bit grating, it is a necessary part of maintaining our      

resources. The beautiful piano in the Parish Hall is used frequently for recitals, and 

the piano in the side chapel of the church is now being used every Sunday for our 

worship. 

 

As it has been seven weeks since we bid farewell to Robert Williamson and welcomed 

Jobi McGuffie as our interim musician, I want to give an update on where we stand. 

In these last few weeks, the choir has grown and “hasn’t missed a beat.” The anthems 

they have been offering – some familiar and some new - have been beautiful and   

appropriate to the day. Everyone who has spoken to me is extremely happy with what 

is happening now with our music, and I am hearing hopes about what may come.  

 

As I communicated back in early September, we are entering a time of discernment 

about what we would like in terms of our music program. It is my intention to begin a 

formal discernment process after Christmas. Jobi has agreed to continue as our inter-

im during this time. She and I are already in conversation about plans for Advent and 

Christmastide. At any rate, we will keep everyone informed. 

 

Finally, I want to thank Jobi for stepping in as a consummate, professional church 

musician. I am grateful to each and every member of the choir – Lavette, Colette,  

Alexandra, Jamie, Laura, Lila, Charlotte, Violet, and Diane – for their willingness to 

share their gifts with the congregation.  

 

Father Michael+  

 

REMINDER 

Daylight    
Savings Time     
ends at 2am 
on Sunday,        
November 

3rd. 

Gathering of Saints 

On Sunday November 3rd, All Saints Sunday, we will have a single service at 

9:30am followed by a salad bar potluck in Hawks Hall.  This event will be our second 

annual “Gathering of the Saints,” and it is all about you. 

 

In place of the sermon, we will have a discussion facilitated by Fr. Michael and    

Deacon Ed during which we can share: 

 

• Why we love our community 

• What events and ministries we look forward to over the course of the year 

• How to reenergize ourselves for the work ahead  
 

This will be our chance to remind ourselves about what we love about Ascension,  

generate excitement for the road ahead, and enjoy each other’s company over a nice 

meal.  Please plan on joining us for this special event and be prepared with your best 

thoughts and ideas. 

 

Gordon Tomaske 

Senior Warden, Church of the Ascension 
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Stewardship 2024 is Upon Us! 
 

Each year we recommit ourselves to the church by pledging our time, talent, and treasure.  My job is to promote all three 

of these items; but because I also help with the budget, I do tend to focus on the treasure portion. So yes, I will be making 

a stewardship speech, and I will be asking for your pledge cards (followed by the usual weekly reminders about getting 

your pledge cards in!)  

 

But in addition, we will also hold our “traditional” Gathering of the Saints on Sunday, November 3th  (All Saints Sunday) 

at 9:30am.  (Since this is the second year we have held this event, we can safely declare it is a tradition!) 

 

We will have just one service that Sunday with a potluck immediately following.  During this service Fr. Michael and 

Deacon Ed will lead a discussion with the congregation on what we love about our community and how we can grow and 

energize Ascension.  

 

In order to develop and improve upon our existing revitalization plan, our Clergy and Vestry 

want and need to hear from you.  So, bring yourselves, your ideas, and a healthy appetite.  Let 

us use this stewardship season to celebrate, strengthen, and grow our community at            

Ascension.  

Thank you, 

Gordon Tomaske 

Senior Warden  

 
Stewardship Update 

The numbers as of October 31, 2024 
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A Note on Financial Stewardship 

You know that your financial pledge is essential to keeping the Church of the Ascension supportive and strong.   It allows 

us to budget for the coming year and helps us determine our priorities.  But you may not be aware of the many ways you 

can provide financial support to our parish.  First off, you should be getting a pledge card in the mail or you can pick one 

up at church.  Return the card to us in the offering plate at one of the services or drop it off at the parish office.  You can 

also make your pledge on the parish website by going to https://www.ascension-sierramadre.com/give.html. 
 

When fulfilling your pledge by check or cash, make sure your name and envelope/account number are clearly marked. To 

get your offering to church you can: 

 

 Drop an envelope with cash or a check into the offering plate during the service 

 Call the office and drop a donation off with Kim Lumino at any time during the week (except Wednesdays) 

 Arrange on your bank’s website for Ascension to receive automatic payments from your checking or savings account 

in the amount you designate. Simply add “Church of the Ascension, 25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 

91024” as an automatic payee in the amount and frequency you choose.  When prompted for an account number, you 

can use your Ascension envelope/account number.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, you can donate outside of your pledge by donating: 

 A financial gift to support a parish project like the roof         

       replacement or other maintenance 

 Appreciated Stock.  If you have appreciated stock, you may donate that to  

       the parish and get a tax deduction while avoiding capital gains.  Check with the parish office for more information      

and your accountant for details on the tax implications 

 A car.  Over the last few years, Ascension has accepted cars as donations with approximately 70% of the proceeds 

going to the church.  Call the parish office for details 

 Planned giving.  When creating your will or trust, please remember your parish family in your arrangements. 

From all of us at Ascension, thank you for your time, talent, and treasure.  God’s peace.   

So many options 

for giving!  

It is once again the time of year to 

order Christmas flowers to        

decorate our already beautiful 

sanctuary and it is your generosity 

that makes this purchase possible.   

 

Donation envelopes are located at 

the back of the Church and on the 

reception table in Hawks Hall. 

Thanking you in advance for your making this another beautiful 

Christmas season. 

 

For names to be included in the Christmas bulletins, donations must 

be received by Tuesday, December 17th.   

St. Anne’s Altar Guild 

 

An Opportunity    

for Giving 

Please consider making a contribution to 

our music program for the special music 

we enjoy here at Ascension.   

 

Donation envelopes are located at the 

back of the church and on the reception 

table in Hawks Hall.   

For names to be included in the      

Christmas bulletins, donations must be 

received by Tuesday, December 17th. 

https://www.ascension-sierramadre.com/give.html
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What if 

in God’s eyes 

WE 

all looked the same? 

Discerning God be in our eyes that we might see as you see 

through the chaos of our lives and despite our blindness!  

Be well, be blessed, see. 

Deacon Ed+ 

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candles 

We would like to remind everyone that you can now sign-up for altar flowers and sanctuary candles 

online through Signup Genius.  You can also sign-up on the sign-up sheets in Hawks Hall.     

**Payment should be made by CHECK ($50.00 for flowers and $15.00 for a candle)  payable to 

Church of the Ascension.**  Please include a note giving the date that you signed up for and any 

dedication.   

Here are the sign-up genius links: 

Sanctuary Candles:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E44A4A628A7F94-47214512-sanctuary#/  

Altar Flowers:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E44A4A628A7F94-47214394-altar#/  

https://ascension-sierramadre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=736a952103ecbc6076acab358&id=f95f8c5587&e=1ca8aa515a
https://ascension-sierramadre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=736a952103ecbc6076acab358&id=4751f8a3da&e=1ca8aa515a
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16th ANNUAL THANKSGIVING LUNCHEON FOR THE 

WOMEN’S ROOM OF FRIENDS IN DEED 

 

SAVE THE DATE, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2024 

 
Once again, as traditional with our Church, we will be serving a traditional Thanksgiving lunch to the ladies of the  

Women’s Room for Friends in Deed (aka, TWR).  This year we are teaming up with the parent group at “Gooden School.” 

 

A sign-up sheet has been posted in the entry hall to “Hawks Hall.”  We have also forwarded an eclectic version of the  

paper sign-up, “SignUpGenius” to our church members and Gooden’s parents. If you have not received the 

“SignUpGenius” email, you may log-on at:  https://bit.lv/TWR-24.  Not only are we requesting prepared food donations; as 

well as, monetary donations; but we also need volunteers to help serve at TWR (females only).   We will need an addition-

al 1 or 2 vehicles (SUV or similar) and a few adults to load, transport, and unload food from Ascension to TWR. Males can 

help in this capacity. 

 

Deliver food to Ascension kitchen on Sunday, Nov 24, between 8:30am-12pm or Mon, Nov 25 between 8-9:30am. 

 

If you have any questions, feel free to contact me. 

 

Thank you, 

Lisa Wagner 

Hospitality Hostess 

626.710.8909  

We cordially invite you to our 

Private Holiday Shopping Party 

Date: Saturday, November 23 

Time: 6:00 p.m.  

Where: Savor the Flavor LLC 

          11 Kersting Court 

                        Sierra Madre, CA 91024          
 

                Parking is available on Kersting Court,  
                 Baldwin Avenue & Sierra Madre Blvd 

 

Come learn about all the hot new food and gift trends of this year and 

enjoy some champagne, wine, hors d’oeuvres and decadent desserts. 

This is the time to get a start to your holiday shopping with all the     

personal attention you’ll need.  Savor the Flavor will be donating 10% 

of sales from this evening to Church of the Ascension. 

Please R.S.V.P. by November 17 

to The Ascension Office or to Jean Rowe 

at (jeanhrowe@verizon.net) or (626-533-2384) 

https://bit.lv/TWR-24
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Please join in Ascension’s monthly collection 

of specific “Gold Items” for Friends in Deed.  

They include canned tuna and chicken, 

hearty soups, stew, chili, pasta and pasta 

sauce, peanut butter, cereal, rice, oil, sugar, 

flour, fruit juice, and vegetable juice (V8).  

 

Look for the donation 

bin at the back of the 

church. 

 
Two Ascension women out touring the Scarecrows in Sierra Madre, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Jan Keppler-Kudla & Lisa Wagner 
Posing w/one of our new friends. 

 
Not only did we have fun taking selfies, but we also enjoyed lunch at Nano’s Café. 

  
And we ran into a few other Ascension folks: Lynne & John Holl, Jessica Meehan, and Matt & Jamie 
Gorman 

 

 

 

 

A great big THANK YOU to all 

who donated candy for our    

Halloween give-away…It was a 

huge success and we should 

have candy leftover to donate to 

the FID Women’s Room Thanks-

giving Luncheon. 

Pick up a copy of the new        

Forward Movement Day by 

Day devotional booklet.  Copies 

can be found at the back of the 

church and on the reception 

table in Hawks Hall. 

 

 

 

A $2 donation is appreciated. 

 

Thank You. 
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 Blessing of the Animals 

Sunday, October 13, 2024 

Thank you to Jon 

Prentice for the 

photos.   



 

Our vision is that The Episcopal Church of the Ascension serves Christ today for those 
who will come to know Christ tomorrow. 

WORSHIP, FORMATION, PASTORAL CARE, FELLOWSHIP, OUTREACH, PRESENCE 
25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 ~ 626-355-1133    www.ascension-sierramadre.com 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 
 

2 
8am  
“Watch Party” - 
Investiture of 
New Presiding 

Bishop 
Hawks Hall 
RSVP Requested 

3 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

9am Between the Masses 
Discussion Group  
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

4 
8:15am-
9:45am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 
 

5 
 
6pm 
Tuesday Night 
Dinner Group 

Meets 

6 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 

Men’s Group 
Monthly 

Luncheon/Noon 
Nano’s Café 
RSVP to Fr. 

Michael 

7 
 
8:15am Mass 
 

9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 
 

 

 

8 
 

 

9 
 
 
 

 

10 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

9am Between the Masses 
Discussion Group  
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

 
12:30pm-2:30pm 

Music Recital/Hall 
Private 

11 
8:15am-
9:45am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 

12 
 

 

6pm 
Tuesday Night 

Dinner Group 
Meets 
 

 

13 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 
 

 

14 
 

8:15am Mass 

 
9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 

10:30am 
Staff Mtg 

15 
 

 

16 

 
 

17 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

 

9am Between the Masses 

Discussion Group  
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

18 
8:15am-
9:45am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 
 

 
 

19 
 

6pm Tuesday 
Night Dinner 
Group Meets 
 

Noon 
Clericus Mtg 

Hall 
 

7pm Vestry 
Meeting/Hall 

20 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 

 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 
5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 
 

21 
 

8:15am Mass 

 
9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 

 

 

22 23 
 
 
6pm 
Holiday Shopping 

Party at Savor 
the Flavor  
RSVP Requested 

24 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

 

9am Between the Masses 

Discussion Group  
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

 
 

25 
8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 
 
Womens Room 

Thanksgiving 
Dinner (dinner 
offsite—
morning 

preparation in 
kitchen and 
hall) 

26 
 
6pm Tuesday 
Night Dinner 

Group Meets 

27 
 
8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 
5:30pm 

Yoga/Hall 

28 
 

Thanksgiving 
Day  

9:30am Mass 
 
 

29 
 

*Parish Office 
Closed* 

30 

Spire Creator:  Kim Lumino, Parish Administrator 

NOVEMBER 2024 

Fr. Michael 

out of        

office/Clergy   

Support Group 

Diocesan Convention 


