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Upcoming Events 
 

*Please see the calendar on 

page 4 for an updated list of 

events.* 

Men’s Monthly 
Luncheon 

Wednesday, October 2 
@ Noon, Nano Café 
RSVP to Fr. Michael 

SEPTEMBER 2024 

Pledge Payment Snapshot  

 

 

 

2024 Budget  $205,150 

YTD Budget:      $153,862 

YTD Actual:    $150,260 

Difference:          $-3,602 

From the Rector 
 

For a long time, I have been reticent to attach labels to people. (I’m not referring to politi-

cal labels!) Part of the reason for my hesitation is I am not always convinced that a diagno-

sis should define how I look at and treat people. When I was a Scout leader, there were 

always kids whom I would describe as “quirky.” Perhaps they did have some behavioral 

diagnosis, but I always wanted to see such kids for the individuals they were. 

 

Recently, I have been learning more about a broad description of people who are 

“neurodivergent.” This term refers to a whole range of expressions that are reflections of 

differences between how people think, learn, and behave. In and of itself, neurodivergence 

is not a diagnosis. But I find it helps me to be more understanding and responsive towards 

people who may think and process information differently from me. 

 

A few years ago, one of our older parishioners died leaving behind an adult son who is a 

great example of someone who is neurodivergent. Over the last couple of years, I have  

become friends with this guy. I have discovered that he is very intelligent, extremely    

frugal with his money, and very quirky when it comes to humor. He also is prone to anxie-

ty and is very awkward in public. He tends to need time to think through his side of every 

conversation. He also doesn’t drive and is reluctant to get out and walk around town. The 

upshot of this relationship is that I have been driving him for his errands two or three 

times a week.  

 

I realize that I need to share this opportunity with others, and that it would be good for 

this guy to interact with more people. If you are interested in meeting my friend and    

perhaps driving him occasionally, please let me know. I would, of course, brief you on what 

works best for my friend and make the formal introduction. 

 

I know my family has its share of quirky members, and I suspect yours does too. But the 

bottom line is that quirky people deserve support and care just like everyone else. And a 

quirky person virtually alone in the world qualifies as one of the ones Jesus would have us 

put first. 

 

Father Michael+  

IT’S HALLOWEEN TIME!!!! 

Once again we will be distributing     
Halloween Candy on October 31!!!!!  

Please bring candy donations (large bags 
of individually wrapped pieces) to church 
and they will be safely stored until the 
ghoulish night... thank you  

 Blessing of the Animals 
Sunday, October 13th 

 11:45 am inside the church 

Blessing of the Animals is conducted in commemoration of the October 4th Feast 

Day of St. Francis of Assisi. St. Francis, arguably the most beloved of the named 

Saints, was particularly fond of animals of all breeds. The community is invited to 

bring your animals, no matter how big or small, breed or religion. Some animals 

may require a leash or a container, so keep that in mind.  

All of God’s creatures are welcome!  
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Stewardship 2024 is Upon Us! 
 

Each year we recommit ourselves to the church by pledging our time, talent, and treasure.  My job is to promote all three 

of these items; but because I also help with the budget, I do tend to focus on the treasure portion. So yes, I will be making 

a stewardship speech, and I will be asking for your pledge cards (followed by the usual weekly reminders about getting 

your pledge cards in!)  

 

But in addition, we will also hold our “traditional” Gathering of the Saints on Sunday, November 3th  (All Saints Sunday) 

at 9:30am.  (Since this is the second year we have held this event, we can safely declare it is a tradition!) 

 

We will have just one service that Sunday with a potluck immediately following.  During this service Fr. Michael and 

Deacon Ed will lead a discussion with the congregation on what we love about our community and how we can grow and 

energize Ascension.  

 

In order to develop and improve upon our existing revitalization plan, our Clergy and Vestry 

want and need to hear from you.  So, bring yourselves, your ideas, and a healthy appetite.  Let 

us use this stewardship season to celebrate, strengthen, and grow our community at            

Ascension.  

Thank you, 

Gordon Tomaske 

Senior Warden  

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candles 

We would like to remind everyone that you can now sign-up for altar flowers and sanctuary candles 

online through Signup Genius.  You can also sign-up on the sign-up sheets in Hawks Hall.     

**Payment should be made by CHECK ($50.00 for flowers and $15.00 for a candle)  payable to 

Church of the Ascension.**  Please include a note giving the date that you signed up for and any 

dedication.   

Here are the sign-up genius links: 

Sanctuary Candles:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E44A4A628A7F94-47214512-sanctuary#/  

Altar Flowers:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0E44A4A628A7F94-47214394-altar#/  

          Save the Date 

Saturday, November 23, 2024 

Put it on your calendar! 

Plan to come to Ascension’s Shopping Party 

At Savor the Flavor 

More information to follow in the November Spire 

https://ascension-sierramadre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=736a952103ecbc6076acab358&id=f95f8c5587&e=1ca8aa515a
https://ascension-sierramadre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=736a952103ecbc6076acab358&id=4751f8a3da&e=1ca8aa515a
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A Note on Financial Stewardship 

You know that your financial pledge is essential to keeping the Church of the Ascension supportive and strong.   It allows 

us to budget for the coming year and helps us determine our priorities.  But you may not be aware of the many ways you 

can provide financial support to our parish.  First off, you should be getting a pledge card in the mail or you can pick one 

up at church.  Return the card to us in the offering plate at one of the services or drop it off at the parish office.  You can 

also make your pledge on the parish website by going to https://www.ascension-sierramadre.com/give.html. 
 

When fulfilling your pledge by check or cash, make sure your name and envelope/account number are clearly marked. To 

get your offering to church you can: 

 

 Drop an envelope with cash or a check into the offering plate during the service 

 Call the office and drop a donation off with Kim Lumino at any time during the week (except Wednesdays) 

 Arrange on your bank’s website for Ascension to receive automatic payments from your checking or savings account 

in the amount you designate. Simply add “Church of the Ascension, 25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 

91024” as an automatic payee in the amount and frequency you choose.  When prompted for an account number, you 

can use your Ascension envelope/account number.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, you can donate outside of your pledge by donating: 

 A financial gift to support a parish project like the roof         

       replacement or other maintenance 

 Appreciated Stock.  If you have appreciated stock, you may donate that to  

       the parish and get a tax deduction while avoiding capital gains.  Check with the parish office for more information      

and your accountant for details on the tax implications 

 A car.  Over the last few years, Ascension has accepted cars as donations with approximately 70% of the proceeds 

going to the church.  Call the parish office for details 

 Planned giving.  When creating your will or trust, please remember your parish family in your arrangements. 

From all of us at Ascension, thank you for your time, talent, and treasure.  God’s peace.   

So many options 

for giving!  

“Between the Masses” 

Discussion Group 
 

All are welcome to join a group of parishioners meeting weekly 

in Hawks Hall on Sundays in the 9 to 10 am Coffee Hour for 

spiritual (and perhaps “spirited”) discussion of pre-assigned 

readings (usually brief!) on a wide variety of Christian themes.  

Reading selections are determined by the group itself.  Please 

feel free to join the group even if you have not read the week’s 

reading selection.   

 

To get the reading selection emailed to you, please email      

Gordon and Diane Tomaske at gdtomaske@sbcglobal.net.   

https://www.ascension-sierramadre.com/give.html
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I’ve said on numerous occasions that it’s an indisputable fact that we are living in extraor-

dinary, polarizing, troubling, unsettling, and challenging times.  

 

We are living in a season of discontent, self-righteousness, mistrust, and fear. The very 

fabric of our democracy is being  dangerously stretched, maybe even close to its breaking 

point.  

 

This election cycle more than ever before, we are being called upon to make decisions that 

we hope will bring healing to ourselves, our families, our nation, and the world.  I read a 

reflection by Kayla Mc Clurg entitled “The Bondage of Separation” based on Luke 16:19-31. 

I was so struck by its relevance that I wanted to share it in its entirety with you.  

 

“Without noticing, oh so subtly, we drift away. We step around each other, uncertain how 

to connect, not wanting to interfere, to bear responsibility, to navigate the uncertainties. We feel the chill of increasing 

distance, and snuggle up closer to our jobs, our worldwide web of acquaintances, our witty and clever opinions. Like 

adapting to the earth’s dizzying spin, we barely notice how we slide inch by inch by slippery inch from fundamental    

human connections that are given to keep us steady in the world. We don’t see or value the bridges God puts between us 

and among us, let alone walk across them. Even among others, we live as though alone. 

 

We think it is the life we prefer, going it alone, making our own private choices, sweet solitude becoming isolation. We 

place great value on being independent and free. Jesus, not so much. He tells of a rich man, who has everything he wants 

and more. He dresses in purple and fine linen and feasts sumptuously every day. 

 

He has learned not to notice a poor man at his gate. Dressed in rags, longing for food and friendship, his body covered 

with sores, he is attended to only by the dogs who come to lick him. Both men die, and the scales fall away from the rich 

man’s eyes. 

 

From a distance, he sees his poor neighbor Lazarus now being held and soothed by Abraham. Even now the rich man 

wonders not about his earlier blindness or his calloused treatment of Lazarus, but how Lazarus might serve him in his 

own distress. “Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my 

tongue; for I am in agony in these flames.” 

 

A great chasm lies between them, too wide now to be crossed. Such is the bondage of sustained separation, the utter   

depletion of our souls when we widen the zones of comfort around us and stay blind to each other’s needs. Our independ-

ence strangles us, cutting off our breath and silencing our solidarity.  

 

Every choice we make—where we live and shop and with whom we align ourselves, whether we speak up or turn and 

walk away—either widens or reduces the chasm between us. What we are able to SEE is determined by what we are 

striving to BE. The places we go, or refuse to go; the words we use, or refuse to use; the actions we take, or choose not to 

take; these create the condition of our soul. Whether or not anyone walks beside us, we do not journey alone. Moment by 

moment, choice by choice, we build or bring down bridges of connection. We strengthen the bondage of our separation, or 

we set each other free.” 

 

The English poet, John Dunn wrote: “No man is an island, no man stands alone.” Perhaps we need to remember that 

which we seem to have forgotten. 

 

This election cycle,  I urge each of us to build bridges, narrow the divides that separate us, to heal all that tears us apart 

and to set each other free. Yes, each of our votes is that powerful. 

 

Live well, live blessed, vote. 

Deacon Ed+  
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Forward Today: Manifold and Great Mercies 
July 31, 2019 ; Forward Today, scott gunn  

 

 
Dear friends in Christ, 

Last week, I wrote a bit about mercy and grace. Perhaps because I mentioned a news article of some interest, or       
perhaps because mercy and grace are entirely countercultural, I noticed that last week’s Forward Today was shared 
quite a few times. So I thought I would return to the topic of mercy. 

We don’t tend to talk about mercy too much. We talk about things to which we are 
entitled. We talk about  fairness. In some sense, fairness is crucial. Women and 
men should be paid the same rate for the same work, for example. People should 
have access to the same jobs regardless of their race. Fairness and justice are 
important markers of  ensuring that people are able to flourish as the people God 
has made them to be, so we should never turn away from our need to work for      
justice. 

But what about mercy? The scriptures are full of stories of God’s mercy toward 
humanity. Despite our continual rejection of God’s way, God still loves us. Justice 
would demand that we be punished for our error, but God chooses mercy. 
 
The Gospels in particular are filled with ways in which Jesus Christ manifests mercy. Jesus offers healing to people  
without first ensuring they “deserve” it. Jesus is endlessly patient and loving with his followers, who never quite seem to 
get it. And, in the end, Jesus forgives even those who put him to death. 

We are meant to love others as Christ loves us. So we too should manifest mercy. What would it be like to focus on   
being merciful? In small ways, we could be generous with that driver who sneaks up and wants to cut in front of us on 
the road. We could be quick to forgive those who offend us with minor slights. In bigger ways, we could rethink how we 
treat refugees and prisoners. We could find ways to help those who struggle. We could always begin not with the    
question of “what is fair” but rather ask “what is merciful?” 

Often when I attend Rite I services of Holy Eucharist, we say the Prayer of Humble Access from page 337 of The Book 
of Common Prayer. 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy manifold and 
great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord 
whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus 
Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 

Some people don’t like this prayer, maybe because it reminds us we’re not all that special. Because of our continual  
rejection of God’s love, we probably don’t deserve God’s infinite love, if God’s focus were only on justice. But as the 
prayer reminds us, God’s property is always to have mercy. I love this prayer because it reminds me that God is merciful 
to me, and in response to God’s love for me, I pray for strength to share God’s love and mercy with others. There’s  
nothing I can do to make God love me less or more. 

Even if your church doesn’t use this lovely reminder of God’s mercy, you can say the prayer on your own any time,    
especially before Holy Communion. If we pray for mercy, we might just find ourselves being merciful. We might find   
ourselves changing the world, one life at a time—beginning with our own. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Scott Gunn, Executive Director 

https://news.forwardmovement.org/2019/07/forward-today-manifold-and-great-mercies/
https://news.forwardmovement.org/tag/forward-today/
https://news.forwardmovement.org/tag/scott-gunn/
https://news.forwardmovement.org/2019/07/forward-today-grace-is-not-fair/
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Persevering with Our Cloud of Witnesses 
August 28, 2024 By Laura Shaver  

 

The most joyous time of the year is about to settle in our home—football season. 
My husband and I are raising three boys, and perhaps, our influence aside, they 
are all turning into pretty intense football fans, especially the oldest. Casey, who 
is now a freshman in high school, can rattle off football statistics like the greatest 

commentator on Saturday or Sunday afternoons. He favors the University of Texas Longhorns and the     
Houston Texans, and knows any stat even remotely involving these two teams—currently and in the past. He 
will passionately share his knowledge with anyone willing to engage him and listen.  

This is how I connect most with my oldest son. I treat him to Chipotle or Torchy’s Tacos, and we talk football. 
And his knowledge far exceeds mine.  

This year, Casey is playing football for school for the very first time.  

As late summer practice set in with its 5:30 a.m. start time, Casey quickly realized this was going to be one of 
the hardest things he had done. And I don’t think he was too fond of the challenge. After one week of rising 
incredibly early and putting in long hours of hard, physical exercise, he wanted to quit. As his mom, I was 
stuck. Stuck in the knowing that if he continued to play without passion, he could easily get hurt, but also in 
the knowing that I so badly wanted my son to just surprise himself with what he could accomplish.  

Casey has been known to be a quitter when things get tough. I can’t say the apple has fallen far from the tree, 
so it’s particularly hard for me to push when I, too, often want the easy way out.  

As I often do, I turned to “his” passage in the Bible, one that I have been reading to him in various translations 
over the course of quite a few years.  

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that     
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us,  

fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such  

opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” 
—Hebrews 12:1-3 

My translation for Casey is often a form of the following: 

“This is your race, son, stay in it. Run hard with perseverance. Fix your eyes on Jesus. And with your eyes on 
Jesus, you will not grow weary, and you will not lose heart.” 

He faced one of his most challenging days a few weeks 
ago, when he had to show up at practice after missing a 
day to tell the head coach face-to-face that he was       
quitting. This head coach transformed into a witness right 
there on the sidelines, and with his arm around Casey, he 
told him he was not letting him quit. He told him his body is 
changing and that he is pushing it harder than he has    
before; that he knows he prefers to quit things, but to    
persevere; that he would fight for him each and every day. 
He told him he’s a great kid, and it’s okay to have so much 
to process but to try and enjoy the ride.  

Continued on the next page... 

https://www.growchristians.org/author/laura-shaver/
https://www.growchristians.org/2020/06/05/eyes-on-jesus/
https://www.growchristians.org/2020/06/05/eyes-on-jesus/
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This day changed my son. It very well could have been the first time some-
one other than mom or dad offered true encouragement—in the name of 

Christ, I do not doubt. I thought it so appropriate to read Casey the Hebrews passage from his teen study  
Bible again, and this time, emphasize the cloud of witnesses. Where would we be without them? How could 
we possibly persevere without their influence?  

Casey is playing wide receiver, and after that bit of encouragement, which continues almost daily from the 
head coach, he is dedicated to this football team. I don’t know how this season will unfold for him on the field. 
He might miss or drop every pass thrown to him or he might catch some and gain a few yards. He might 
score a touchdown or even catch a “hail Mary” in the end zone to win a game.  

I think, though, what is guaranteed, is that Casey will one day reflect on this year in football and recognize 
what God did in him—how God transformed him and who God sent to walk beside Casey in this pivotal teen-
age time. 

In all our pivotal times, on each of our paths in life, it is those in our own cloud of witnesses that help to push 
and carry and see us through. I invite you to consider your own cloud of witnesses, to name them, and to   
offer a prayer of thanksgiving for each of them. 

"Here's a unique way to    

support our parish!  
 

If you have a car, truck, boat or other vehicle that's become a nuisance, 

you can now donate that vehicle to Ascension. You'll be able to write the 

value of the vehicle off as a tax deduction and  Ascension will benefit 

from the proceeds of its sale.  Simply call 855-500-RIDE  or visit 

http://www.careasy.org/nonprofit/the-episcopal-church-of-the-

ascension to schedule a free pickup. All you need is the vehicle's title-- 

the CARS service will handle the rest." 

 

 
CARS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization  

based out of San Diego, California.  

 

Please join in Ascension’s monthly collection of 

specific “Gold Items” for Friends in Deed.  They 

include canned tuna and chicken, hearty soups, 

stew, chili, pasta and pasta sauce, peanut butter, 

cereal, rice, oil, sugar, flour, fruit juice, and    

vegetable juice (V8).  

 

Look for the donation bin at the 

back of the church. 

Continued from the previous page... 

http://www.careasy.org/nonprofit/the-episcopal-church-of-the-ascension
http://www.careasy.org/nonprofit/the-episcopal-church-of-the-ascension


 

Our vision is that The Episcopal Church of the Ascension serves Christ today for those 
who will come to know Christ tomorrow. 

WORSHIP, FORMATION, PASTORAL CARE, FELLOWSHIP, OUTREACH, PRESENCE 
25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 ~ 626-355-1133    www.ascension-sierramadre.com 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 
 
6Pm 
Tuesday Night 

Dinner Group 
Meets 

2 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

5:30pm Yoga/Hal 
 

Men’s Group 
Monthly 

Luncheon/Noon 
Nano’s Café 
RSVP to Fr. 

Michael 

3 
 
8:15am Mass 
 

9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 
10:30am 

Staff Mtg 

4 
 

5 
 
Celebration of 
Life 
11am-4pm 

Hall 
Private 

6 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

9am Between the Masses 
Discussion Group  
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

7 
8:15am-
9:45am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 
 

8 
 
6Pm 
Tuesday Night 
Dinner Group 

Meets 

9 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 
 

 

10 
 
 

 

 

11 
 

 

12 
 
 
 

 

13 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

9am Between the Masses 
Discussion Group  
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

14 
8:15am-
9:45am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 

15 
 

 

6Pm 
Tuesday Night 

Dinner Group 
Meets 
 

7pm Vestry 

Meeting/Hall 

16 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 
 

 

17 
 

8:15am Mass 

 
9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 

10:30am 
Staff Mtg 

18 
 

 

19 

 
Deanery Pre-
Convention Mtg 
10am—ONLINE 

20 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

 

9am Between the Masses 

Discussion Group  
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

21 
8:15am-
9:45am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 
 

 
 

22 
 

6Pm Tuesday 
Night Dinner 
Group Meets 
 

 
 
 

23 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 

 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 
5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 
 

24 
 

8:15am Mass 

 
9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 

 

Clericus Meeting 
Noon 
Hall 

25 26 
 
 
Music Recital 
1pm-4pm 

Hall 
Private 
 
 
 

27 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

 

9am Between the Masses 

Discussion Group  
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

 
 

28 
8:15am-
9:45am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 

29 
 
6Pm Tuesday 
Night Dinner 

Group Meets 

30 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 

31 
 
8:15am Mass 
 

9am 
Rector’s Forum 

  

Spire Creator:  Kim Lumino, Parish Administrator 

OCTOBER 2024 

Fr. Michael Out of Town 

through October 12th—NC & SC 

Halloween 

BLESSING OF THE   

ANIMALS  @ 11:45AM 

Fr. Michael Out of Town through October 12th—NC & SC 


