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Upcoming Events 
 

*Please see the calendar on 

page 8 for an updated list of 

events.* 

Men’s Monthly 
Luncheon 

Wednesday, October 1 @ 
Noon, Nano Café 

RSVP to Fr. Michael 

SEPTEMBER 2025 

Pledge Payment Snapshot  

 

 

 

2025 Budget  $205,150 

YTD Budget:      $153,862 

YTD Actual:    $152,080 

Difference:          $-1,782 

From the Rector 
 

Having been a priest in the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles for almost 44 years, I 

have participated in several elections of new bishops. The first time was when we 

elected Oliver Garver as Suffragan Bishop. The most recent was when we elected our 

current bishop – John Taylor. In November, at Diocesan Convention in Riverside, we 

will be electing the eighth Bishop of Los Angeles.  

 

 The nominees are: 

• The Rev. Dr. Antonio Gallardo, rector of St. Luke’s/San Lucas, Long Beach; 

• The Rev. Monica Burns Mainwaring, rector of St. Martin in the Fields, Atlanta; 

• The Rev. Canon Melissa McCarthy, canon to the ordinary of the Diocese of Los 

Angeles. 

 

The Transitions Committee has scheduled several meet-and-greet gatherings the 

week of Oct. 20, when the candidates for bishop will tour the diocese and engage in 

question-and-answer sessions. Here is the schedule:  

 

Tuesday, Oct. 21, 7 p.m. All welcome. St. Columba’s Parish, 1251 Las Posas Rd., 

Camarillo 93010 (Zoom link will be provided.) 

 

Wednesday, Oct. 22, 7 p.m. All welcome (Spanish-language translation available). 

Christ the Good Shepherd Parish 3303 W. Vernon Ave., Los Angeles 90008 (Zoom 

link will be provided.) 

 

Thursday, Oct. 23, 7 p.m. All welcome. All Saints’ Parish, 3847 Terracina Drive,  

Riverside 92506 (Zoom link will be provided.) 

   

  Friday, Oct. 24, 7 p.m. All welcome (Spanish-language translation available). St. 

Thomas Mission, 15694 Tetley St., Hacienda Heights 91745 (Zoom link will be     

provided.)  

IT’S HALLOWEEN TIME!!!! 

Once again we will be distributing     
Halloween Candy on October 31!!!!!  

Please bring candy donations (large bags 
of individually wrapped pieces) to church 
and they will be safely stored until the 
ghoulish night... thank you  

 Blessing of the Animals 
Sunday, October 12th 

 11:45 am in the outdoor worship area 

Blessing of the Animals is conducted in commemoration of the October 4th Feast 

Day of St. Francis of Assisi. St. Francis, arguably the most beloved of the named 

Saints, was particularly fond of animals of all breeds. The community is invited to 

bring your animals, no matter how big or small, breed or religion. Some animals 

may require a leash or a container, so keep that in mind.  

All of God’s creatures are welcome!  

Continued on the next page... 
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Stewardship 2025 is Upon Us! 
 

Each year we recommit ourselves to the church by pledging our time, talent, and treasure.  My job is to promote all three 

of these items; but because I also help with the budget, I do tend to focus on the treasure portion.  So yes, I will be     

making a stewardship speech; and I will be asking for your pledge cards (followed by the usual weekly reminders about 

getting your pledge cards in!) 

 

And once again this year, we will hold our “traditional” Gathering of the Saints on Sunday, November 2nd  (All Saints 

Sunday) at 9:30 am.” (Because this is the third year we have held this event, we can safely declare it a tradition!) 

  

We will have just one service with a potluck immediately following.  During this service Fr. Michael and Deacon Ed will 

lead a discussion with the congregation on what we love about our community and how we can grow and energize       

Ascension.  Please note that this year we are placing a special emphasis on the music program as we welcome a new   

organist and choir master, so please plan to share your thoughts accordingly! 

 

In order to develop and improve upon our existing revitalization plan, our Clergy and Vestry 

want and need to hear from you.  So, bring yourselves, your ideas, and a healthy appetite.  Let 

us use this stewardship season to celebrate, strengthen, and grow our community at Ascension.  

 

Thank you, 

Gordon Tomaske 

Senior Warden  

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candles 

We would like to remind everyone that you can now sign-up for altar flowers and sanctuary can-

dles online through Signup Genius.  You can also sign-up on the sign-up sheets in Hawks Hall.     

**Payment should be made by CHECK ($50.00 for flowers and $15.00 for a candle)  payable to 

Church of the Ascension.**  Please include a note giving the date that you signed up for and any 

dedication.   

Here are the sign-up genius links: 

Sanctuary Candles:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4CA8A623A3FE3-54223863-sanctuary  

Altar Flowers:   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4CA8A623A3FE3-54223716-flowers 

 

 
 

 

We will be organizing a Zoom watch party here at Ascension on Thursday, October 23 at 7pm. Please let me know if you 

are interested in attending either the in-person events or by Zoom on your own. There are necessary registration steps to 

be taken. 
 

Almighty God, giver of every good gift: Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who 

shall choose a bishop for this Diocese that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and 

equip us for our ministries; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Blessings,  

MAB+ 

Continued from previous page... 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4CA8A623A3FE3-54223863-sanctuary
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D4CA8A623A3FE3-54223716-flowers
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A Note on Financial Stewardship 

You know that your financial pledge is essential to keeping the Church of the Ascension supportive and strong.   It allows 

us to budget for the coming year and helps us determine our priorities.  But you may not be aware of the many ways you 

can provide financial support to our parish.  First off, you should be getting a pledge card in the mail or you can pick one 

up at church.  Return the card to us in the offering plate at one of the services or drop it off at the parish office.  You can 

also make your pledge on the parish website by going to https://www.ascension-sierramadre.com/give.html. 
 

When fulfilling your pledge by check or cash, make sure your name and envelope/account number are clearly marked. To 

get your offering to church you can: 

 

 Drop an envelope with cash or a check into the offering plate during the service 

 Call the office and drop a donation off with Kim Lumino at any time during the week (except Wednesdays) 

 Arrange on your bank’s website for Ascension to receive automatic payments from your checking or savings account 

in the amount you designate. Simply add “Church of the Ascension, 25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 

91024” as an automatic payee in the amount and frequency you choose.  When prompted for an account number, you 

can use your Ascension envelope/account number.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In addition, you can donate outside of your pledge by donating: 

 A financial gift to support a parish project like the roof         

       replacement or other maintenance 

 Appreciated Stock.  If you have appreciated stock, you may donate that to  

       the parish and get a tax deduction while avoiding capital gains.  Check with the parish office for more information      

and your accountant for details on the tax implications 

 A car.  Over the last few years, Ascension has accepted cars as donations with approximately 70% of the proceeds 

going to the church.  Call the parish office for details 

 Planned giving.  When creating your will or trust, please remember your parish family in your arrangements. 

From all of us at Ascension, thank you for your time, talent, and treasure.  God’s peace.   

So many options 

for giving!  

Please join in Ascension’s monthly collection of 

specific “Gold Items” for Friends in Deed.  They 

include canned tuna and chicken, hearty soups, 

stew, chili, pasta and pasta sauce, peanut butter, 

cereal, rice, oil, sugar, flour, fruit juice, and    

vegetable juice (V8).  

 

Look for the donation bin at the 

back of the church. 

https://www.ascension-sierramadre.com/give.html
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Are you listening to me, Jesus?  

 

Some days I find it hard to pray. Maybe I’m tired, maybe mad at God, or maybe just 

angry at the world. Some days I’m convinced that God is too busy listening to others 

who are praying more intentionally than I. Some days I’m convinced that I just don’t 

know how to pray and wonder about all the days I thought I did, but did I?  Did God 

hear me? Worse yet, did God judge my prayers? How then shall I pray? 

 

Ted Loder, "How Shall I Pray?" Guerrillas of Grace: Prayers for the Battle (1984) 
 

How shall I pray? Are tears prayers, Lord? Are screams prayers, or groans or sighs or curses? 

 

Can trembling hands be lifted to you, or clenched fists or the cold sweat that trickles down my back or the cramps 

that know my stomach? 

 

Will you accept my prayers, Lord, my real prayers, rooted in the muck and mud and rock of my life, and not just 

the pretty, cut-flower, gracefully-arranged bouquet of words? 

 

Will you accept me, Lord, as I really am, messed up mixture of glory and grime? 

 

Lord, Help me! 

 

Help me to trust that you do accept me as I am, that I may be done with self-condemnation and self-pity and accept 

myself. Help me to accept you as you are, Lord:  mysterious, hidden, strange, unknowable; and yet to trust that 

your madness is wiser than my timid, self-seeking sanities, and nothing that you've ever done has really been    

possible, so I may dare to be a little mad, too. 

 

Loving God give us the gift pf prayer. We want you to find us, and we want to find you. Teach us how to pray, Holy 
Spirit, and how not to be afraid of prayer. Free us from our fears. Put your arms around us and call us each by 
name. We long to be found out, Lord. Discover us, Lord. We want to reveal ourselves to you, Lord. And, Lord, 
please help us to remember that sometimes you answer the need behind the prayer. 
 
Let my prayers come before you, Lord, and give me understanding. 
 
Be well, be blessed, be your prayers, trust God is listening. 

Deacon Ed+  
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Greetings from Stephen Marshall 
As Ascension’s new Director of Music and Organist, I offer my first newsletter article: 

 

About Me 
 
I bring decades of music-ministry experience to this community.  My first experience as a musical director was when 

Mrs. Quiring gave me the opportunity to direct the rhythm band at my kindergarten graduation.  I was hooked!  My first 

professional assignment was when the West Salem United Methodist Church (Salem, Oregon) gave me the opportunity 

to be their Choir Director and Organist.  I was fifteen.  I have been professionally leading musical ministries, directing 

choirs of all shapes and sizes, and playing organs of the same ever since.  I love the music of the church, I love people, 

and I love bringing the two together through musical ministry.   

 

A Passion for Excellence 
 
I am driven by a commitment to continuous learning and a passion for traditions that enliven the soul.  I have worked 

my entire life to afford the best education and mentors who would allow me to collaborate with them.  I am a teacher  

passionate about daily learning and growing.  I love to listen and learn -- and then offer my contributions to enhance my 

surroundings toward all that is beautiful and good.   

 

Looking Ahead 
 
I was first attracted to Ascension because of its very special architecture – such a jewel! Then, I began to meet the people.  

Again, I was hooked!  Ministry in the church post-COVID, post-fires, post-so-many-things, has its challenges.  I have  

never been afraid of challenges.  I am a person of faith.  I believe in people.  I believe in the power of music and the arts 

to enrich our lives, to heal us, and to encourage us to keep believing.  I look forward to working together to create a path 

forward filled with peace and joy for each of us.   

 

To find out more about me, my musical gifts, and most importantly, my heart and soul, please join me for “An Offering of 

Music” on Sunday, October 26th, 4:00PM, where for nearly an hour, I will share with you the music I love – firstly, in the 

Sanctuary, I will play a few organ pieces, then secondly, during intermission, we will move to the Hall, where I will sing 

and offer some of my favorite piano pieces.  This event will be an informal, interactive musical experience through which 

you get to know what makes me most alive.  Admission will be free, and donations will be enthusiastically encouraged to 

benefit The Music Ministry Fund at Ascension.  Light refreshments will follow.  I hope to see you there with all your 

neighbors, family, and friends.  
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Parish Shakeout Test 
 

On October 16th state and local governments agencies and other organizations will conduct drills to    

prepare for our next natural disaster.  As part of our own disaster preparedness efforts, Church of the 

Ascension will conduct a test of our parish communication systems.  Specifically, we will send out test 

email and voicemail messages to ensure we can communicate with our parishioners in the event of a  

local disaster.  In addition, we may also evaluate the use of text messaging systems for selected     

parish households.   

 

Be aware that this will be a test and your participation while encouraged is strictly voluntary.  We     

appreciate your feedback on the effectiveness of this effort and your suggestions for improve-

ments.  Thanks in advance.  

"Here's a unique way to    

support our parish!  
 

If you have a car, truck, boat or other vehicle that's become a nuisance, 

you can now donate that vehicle to Ascension. You'll be able to write the 

value of the vehicle off as a tax deduction and  Ascension will benefit 

from the proceeds of its sale.  Simply call 855-500-RIDE  or visit 

http://www.careasy.org/nonprofit/the-episcopal-church-of-the-

ascension to schedule a free pickup. All you need is the vehicle's title-- 

the CARS service will handle the rest." 

 

 
CARS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization  

based out of San Diego, California.  

 

Pick up a copy of the Forward  

Movement Day by Day devotional 

booklet.  Copies can be found at the 

back of the church and on the       

reception table in Hawks Hall. 

 

 

A $2 donation is               

appreciated. 

 

Thank You. 

Save the Date 

Saturday, November 22, 2025 

Put it on your calendar! 

Plan to come to Ascension’s Holiday           
Shopping Party 

At Savor the Flavor 

More information to follow in the   
November Spire 

http://www.careasy.org/nonprofit/the-episcopal-church-of-the-ascension
http://www.careasy.org/nonprofit/the-episcopal-church-of-the-ascension


 

Our vision is that The Episcopal Church of the Ascension serves Christ today for those 
who will come to know Christ tomorrow. 

WORSHIP, FORMATION, PASTORAL CARE, FELLOWSHIP, OUTREACH, PRESENCE 
25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 ~ 626-355-1133    www.ascension-sierramadre.com 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   
 

1 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

5:30pm Yoga/Hal 
 

Men’s Group 
Monthly 

Luncheon/Noon 
Nano’s Café 
RSVP to Fr. 

Michael 

 
6Pm—Wednesday 
Night Dinner 
Group Meets 

2 
 
8:15am Mass 
 

9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 
10:30am 

Staff Mtg 

3 
 

4 
 
 

5 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 
 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

6 
8:15am-
9:45am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 
 

7 
10:00am/ 
Gooden Chapel 
for Pre-K in the 
Memorial 

Garden 

8 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 
6Pm—Wednesday 
Night Dinner 

Group Meets 

9 
 
 

 

 

10 
 

 

11 
 
 
 

 

12 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  

*Facebook Live* 

13 
8:15am-
9:45am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 

14 
10:00am/ 
Gooden Chapel 
for Pre-K in the 
Memorial 

Garden 

 

15 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 
6Pm—Wednesday 
Night Dinner 

Group Meets 

16 
 

8:15am Mass 

 
9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 

10:30am 
Staff Mtg 

17 
 

 

18 

 
 

19 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  

*Facebook Live* 

20 
8:15am-
9:45am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 
 

 
 

21 
 

10:00am/ 
Gooden Chapel 
for Pre-K in the 
Memorial 

Garden 

7pm Vestry 
Meeting/Hall 

22 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

8:30am Yoga/Hall 
5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 

6Pm—Wednesday 
Night Dinner 
Group Meets 

23 
8:15am Mass 
 

9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 

7pm –Zoom 
Watch Party 
Q&A-Candidates 
for Bishop of LA 

 

24 25 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 

An “Offering of Music”—Get to 
know our new Director of 

Music & Organist 

4pm 
Church and Hall 

27 
8:15am-
9:45am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 

28 
10:00am/ 
Gooden Chapel 
for Pre-K in the 
Memorial 

Garden 

Clericus 

Meeting 
Noon 
Hall 

 
 

29 
8:15am-9am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 
 
6Pm—Wednesday 
Night Dinner 

Group Meets 

30 
 
8:15am Mass 
 

9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 
10:30am 

Staff Mtg 

31  

Spire Creator:  Kim Lumino, Parish Administrator 

OCTOBER 2025 

Fr. Michael Out of Town through October 11th—NC & SC 

Halloween 

BLESSING OF THE   

ANIMALS  @ 11:45AM 

Fr. Michael Out of Town 

through October 11th—NC & SC 


