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Upcoming Events

*Please see the calendar on
page 4 for an updated list of
events.*

Men's Monthly

Luncheon
Wednesday, Sept 4 @
Noon, Nano Café
RSVP to Fr. Michael

=N

Pick up a copy of the new
Forward Movement Day by Day
devotional booklet. Copies can be
found at the back of the church
and on the reception table in
Hawks Hall.

FORWARD
DAY by DAY
A $2 donation is

appreciated.

Thank You.

AUGUST 2024
Pledge Payment Snapshot

2024 Budget $205,150

'YTD Budget:
'YTD Actual:

Difference:

$136,767
$131,685
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From the Rector

When it comes to earthquakes in California, we often say it’s not a matter of if, but
when. The recent earthquakes that shook the Southland are a reminder of this. It so
happens that September is Preparedness Month. How prepared is your household?

There are some basics to remind ourselves about, and perhaps update. Do you have a
contact person identified who lives some distance from you so that you can get a hold
of them and they can pass on information to others? Do you have their number
memorized? (Lots of us rely on our phones to have the numbers — but batteries do run
out!) Do you have a way to get accurate information? Do you have a kit and emergen-
cy supplies?

On the table going into Hawks Hall is an information sheet for Individual and Family
Preparedness. This information can also be found on the Episcopal Relief and

Development website - Indiv-Family-Prep-Resource-2021.pdf (episcopalrelief.org).
Still more information can be found at www.ready.gov.

Finally, take five or ten minutes this month, perhaps at the dinner table or at work,
and play the “what if game.” Talk through what you could do in the event of a disas-
ter. Make it fun — try the scenario in which your neighborhood has been invaded by
zombies. How and with whom would you communicate? What would you eat? How
would you keep safe until the cavalry arrives?

Remember Ezekiel 38:7 —“Be ready and keep ready, you and all
the people that are assembled around you, and hold yourselves
in reserve for them.”

MAB+

Please join in Ascension’s monthly collection of
specific “Gold Items” for Friends in Deed. They
include canned tuna and chicken, hearty soups,
stew, chili, pasta and pasta sauce, peanut butter,
cereal, rice, oil, sugar, flour, fruit juice, and
vegetable juice (V8).

FRIENDS

Look for the donation bin at the
back of the church.



https://www.episcopalrelief.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Indiv-Family-Prep-Resource-2021.pdf
http://www.ready.gov
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On July 28, 2024, I preached on John 6:1-21 and introduced the seven habits of “Joyful

KEAL LI# Generosity.” What follows is a summary of these habits. They are another tool intend-

ed to help us bridge the differences that separate us from one another.

{1 SPIRIT OF ONE: SHOW UP.

Support the people you love even if you're not really into what they're doing. Be their
c;n;nosm biggest fan. Everyone needs someone to believe in them. Why not be that person for
the people you love? Remember that you carry with you the very presence of God. If
H you aren't sure what to say or do in the most difficult of times, rely on the Spirit to

L FA"- work through you.

TWO: SERVE WHEN IT COUNTS.

Do the thing that needs to be done even if you don’t want to do it. If there is a need and no one to fulfill it, step up!
Look for ways to be of service to others and live from that posture. Let your constant thought process lead with, "How can
I help?" Eventually, you will begin to notice other people's needs before they do.

THREE: BE VULNERABLE.

Our culture of pride and can-do attitudes has caused many to view vulnerability as weakness. Those who live their lives
and engage in relationships with a commitment to vulnerability are often perceived as being the strongest and most ad-
mirable. People identify with those they admire. Getting good at being vulnerable will make this next act of generosity
far easier.

FOUR: TELL THE TRUTH.

There are times when the people closest to us are operating with unchecked blind spots - when you see what they can't

see. As much as you may think that sparing them the pain of hearing the truth is "nice," it's not nice at all. Try to sit on
the other side of the conversation and experience the thing from their perspective. This view will shape your messaging
and your heart.

Remember to offer constructive ways to move forward. Don’t drop your observation like a judgement bomb and walk
away. Stick around to walk it out with them. Be brave and check in with them later as well. Think of ways to come back
to encourage, honor, and uphold.

And don’t embellish. Don't add false details to stories for the sake of entertainment or put your own spin on reality to
support your point.

When we keep to the facts and refuse to embellish, we avoid causing others to feel they are lacking or as though they
can't measure up.

FIVE: SHARE YOUR INSIGHT.

If you've learned something that has changed the way you think or see God or understand life, please don't be stingy! A
generous soul humbly shares God's gift of understanding and wisdom. Simply say what you've learned. God doesn't want
you to put the insight He's given you in a box and bury it in the ground. Wrap it up and give it like a gift from the heart.

SIX: LET GRACE FLOW

You will never feel richer than you do when you’ve been shown grace and you know you don't deserve it. When someone
chooses to see your value instead of your sin, you'll be overcome with gratitude. Withholding grace is the least generous
(and least Christ-like) act we can engage in.

SEVEN: PRAY AND CHECK IN.

When someone presents a prayer need or when you simply detect one, don’t just say you’ll pray, actually pray! Like right
then and there! Make their problem your problem and place it before God in faith. Stand in the gap for the weak and
afraid. Speak bold prayers over those in need and then follow up to see how it’s going. If the situation doesn’t improve,
keep praying. The beauty of intercession is that it not only impacts the one you pray for, but it brings you into the
presence of God. Why would we not let this action consume our days?

Be well, be blessed, give, and why not start now.
Deacon Ed+



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Timothy+1%3A14

Hot Dog Social and a Farewell to
Charley Noecker & Carol Rasmussen
Sunday, August 25, 2024

§‘N Thank You to Lisa Wagner for the photos.

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candles

We would like to remind everyone that you can now sign-up for altar flowers and sanctuary candles
online through Signup Genius. You can also sign-up on the sign-up sheets in Hawks Hall.

**Payment should be made by CHECK ($50.00 for flowers and $15.00 for a candle) payable to
Church of the Ascension.** Please include a note giving the date that you signed up for and any
dedication.

Here are the sign-up genius links:
Sanctuary Candles:

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20FO0E44A4A628A7F94-47214512-sanctuary#/
Altar Flowers:

https://www.signupgenius.com/qo/20FO0E44A4A628A7F94-47214394-altar#/



https://ascension-sierramadre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=736a952103ecbc6076acab358&id=f95f8c5587&e=1ca8aa515a
https://ascension-sierramadre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=736a952103ecbc6076acab358&id=4751f8a3da&e=1ca8aa515a

Our vision is that The Episcopal Church of the Ascension serves Christ today for those
who will come to know Christ tomorrow.

WORSHIP, FORMATION, PASTORAL CARE, FELLOWSHIP, OUTREACH, PRESENCE
25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 ~ 626-355-1133 www.ascension-sierramadre.com

SUNDAY

1

8am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

LABOR
DAY

Parish Office
Closed

SEPTEMBER 2024

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

3

6Pm

esday Night
Dinner Group
Meets

4
8:15am-9am
iGooden Chapel

Men’s Group
Monthly
Luncheon/Noon
Nano’s Café
RSVP to Fr.
Michael

8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

5

8:15am Mass

O9am
Rector’s Forum

FRIDAY

6
LA
EPISCOPAL
DODGER
NIGHT
7PM

SATURDAY

8

8am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

9
8:15am-
9:45am
Gooden Chapel

8:30am
'Yoga/Hall

Fr. Michael
out of
office/Clergy
Support Group

10

6Pm

Tuesday Night
Dinner Group
Meets

11

8:15am-9am
iGooden Chapel

8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

12

8:15am Mass

Q9am
Rector’s Forum

10:30am
Staff Mtg

15

8am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

16

8:15am-
9:45am
Gooden Chapel

8:30am
'Yoga/Hall

17

6Pm

Tuesday Night
[Dinner Group
Meets

7pm Vestry
Meeting/Hall

18

8:15am-9am
iGooden Chapel

8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

19

8:15am Mass

9am
Rector’s Forum

22

8am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

23

8:15am-
9:45am
Gooden Chapel

8:30am
'Yoga/Hall

24

6Pm Tuesday
Night Dinner
iGroup Meets

25

8:15am-9am
iGooden Chapel

8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

26

8:15am Mass

9am
Rector’s Forum

10:30am
Staff Mtg

29

8am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

30

8:15am-
9:45am
Gooden Chapel

8:30am
'Yoga/Hall

Spire Creator: Kim Lumino, Parish Administrator




