Upcoming Events

*Please see the calendar on
page 8 for an updated list of
events.*

Men’s Monthly
Luncheon

Wed, April 8th @ Noon,
Nano Café

RSVP to Fr. MichaeN

Pick up a copy of the
Forward Movement Day by
Day Booklet. Copies can be

found at the back of the
church and on the reception
table in Hawks Hall.

FORWARD

A $2 donation
is requested.
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From the Rector
For me, Holy Week begins even before Palm Sun-

day. I know it is upon us the Saturday be-
fore Palm Sunday when the Altar Guild and g
their “auxiliaries” turn out in force to prepare the [
church. I am very grateful for all their effort i

Another telltale sign is
when the new Paschal
candle is delivered freshly
decorated. Thanks to
Anna Kassabian for her
creative efforts.

I have heard Stephen Marshall and the choir rehearsing for
Easter, and I am looking forward to glorious music. In addi-
tion, our resident cellist — “Benny” Yi-Bing Chu will be with us.

This Eastertide, we will be doing something a little bit
different. At the 10:15 service, we will be using Eucharistic prayer D. This prayer is
derived form the Liturgy of St. Basil and dates approximately to the fourth century.
Variations are used in the Orthodox and Coptic churches as well as in some
Western churches. The music for Prayer D for the congregation will be familiar.

Finally, I am approaching this Easter with some trepidation. As those who attended
the Annual Meeting in February know, I will be announcing my retirement date in
June. I suspect that this Easter will be my last here at Ascension. After 40 years, I
know it will be poignant for me.

Blessings, Father Michael+

MARCH 2026
Pledge Payment Snapshot

$38

2026 Budget $165,000

'YTD Budget:  $41,250 |
'YTD Actual:  $48,850 |
' Difference: $+7,600 !
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i 1 Maundy Thursday April 2

‘Mass (Rite )~ 8:00 AM

. : Mass 8:15 AM
: Mass (Rite II)  10:15 AM

. ; Foot Washing and Mass ~ 7:00 PM
. ; Watch at Altar of Repose 9 PM -10:30 PM

1

; Tenebrae April 1 iy . .

; X Good Friday April 3
- Mass 7:00 PM - )

. . ! Stations of the Cross Noon

;Easter Day April 5

. The Great Vigil and

i ; 1st Eucharist of Easter 6:00 AM
i ; Easter Potluck Brunch 8:00 AM
i ; Festival High Mass 10:15 AM
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In my homily for Maundy Thursday, I quote some of the last words King Solomon says in the Old Testament book Eccle-
siastes. “Of making many books there is no end, and much study is weariness of flesh.” I also speak of the bookshelves in
Fr. Mike’s office and in my own home, and I my case, fear of someone asking me, “of all these volumes sitting on the
shelves waiting patiently to be read, how many of them are just aspirational?”

One of the greatest Roman Catholic theologians of the 20th Century, Karl Rahner, once said that will all there is to know
in the Christian Faith, all he could hope to be was a dilettante. So, he said there needed to be a “Short Version of the
Christian Faith,” a short version of very few words able to convey what it is. His suggestion for such short version is:
“Trinity, Incarnation, Grace and Glory.” There it is in 5 words.

Do we Episcopalians have something similar? Yes, we do. Our source is The Book of Common Prayer. Our “short version”
is something we say every Sunday in the Eucharist: The Mystery of Faith. Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will
come again.” There it is in only 10 words.

Imagine yourself standing on the platform waiting to go west on the Gold Line. Someone sees that you are wearing a
cross and they say to you, “Oh, you must be a Christian. I'm not, but I am interested. Can you tell me what it is?” Sud-
denly their train going east arrives. “I've got to go, but can you tell me something quickly before I jump on?” You say:
“Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.”

The next day, once again the same thing. They show up and again ask to you tell them more. The sign flashes “Train ar-
rives in 5 minutes.” You tell them the Nicene Creed. It’s short, but longer than the Mystery of Faith. The day after this,
you're both back on the platform and the person asks if there is more to the story. The sign flashes: “Train delayed for 10
minutes.” You say, “yes there is a short story that covers the main events of the whole thing.” You read them the Eucha-
ristic Prayer which recounts the story in three main points: creation, redemption, and Parousia.

Finally, on the last day of your weekly commute, the same scenario again. The person who has asked you about Christi-
anity these past days is here again and says, I'd like to know still more, if possible, the whole thing.” The sign flashes,
“Train delayed indefinitely.” Now having all the time in the world, together you go to coffee and you get out your Bible,
open to the first page and read, “In the beginning God.” In its own way the Bible is the short version of a story that goes
on forever.

All of which is to say we already know enough of what we will be always coming to know forever. Paraphrasing St. Peter
in his 1st Epistle, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who ask you the reason for the hope that is in you,
and do it with gentleness and reverence.” Always be prepared. And so, we are.

Submitted by Fr. Bob Gaestel

A big thank you to all who donated
money towards Easter flowers
(pleture next Spire), Your contin-
ued support wmeans everything to
those who give so generously of
their thme to Ascension, This picture
is from Palm Sunday.

In the Risen Christ,
St Anne's Altar quild




SAVE THE DATE!
Sunday, May 17, 4:00pm

In last month’s Newsletter, I introduced “Benny” Yi-Bing Chu to you. Since then, we have heard Benny share his
beautiful cello music during our worship services, including on Easter Sunday!

Now, Benny and I are planning a grand collaborative concert! Please save the
date and invite all your friends. I already have friends coming to the concert
from Santa Barbara and from Orange County. This musical event will be
worth the trip.

Sunday, May 17, 4:00PM, in Ascension’s Parish Hall, Benny and I will
present a full concert featuring Benny — right here at Ascension! The concert
will include cello solos by Benny, piano solos by Stephen, and collaborations
between the two! The music will include compositions by Bach, Dvorik,
Debussy, Fauré, Rachmaninov, and Beethoven.

By Dr. Stephen Marshall, Director of Music and Organist

Justa Please remember to sign up for the
reminder.. EASTER BREAKFAST - CONTINENTAL POTLUCK

YO XY

At 7:45 am

There will be only one breakfast following the early morning Service
AlL dishes that will need to be served warmed wmust be delivered warm
Please use disposable pans, bowls, platter, ete,

AL dishes should be delivered to the kitchen by 7 00 am,

Thank you,
Lisa wagwer Rosema
Hospitality Hostess

A big thank you to whoever sent this darling Bunny planter and
orchid to me. Your thoughtfulness and kindness are truly
appreciated.

It is my honor and pleasure to serve as the Altar Guild Directress
at Church of the Ascension.

With Love, Lynne Holl




Forward Today: The Three Holy Days

" Forward Mareh 16, 2016
Movement

inspire disciples. empower evangelists.

Dear friends in Christ,

We are just a few days away from Holy Week, without doubt the center of the year for those of us who claim our
identity as followers of Jesus. In this week, we not only remember historical events from 2,000 years ago, but we

enter into the great mystery of our very salvation through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

It's tempting to skip bits of Holy Week. After all, there's a lot of church.
After the week begins with Palm Sunday, we are meant to worship togeth-

i er on at least three occasions, Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the
Great Vigil of Easter. Those who skip the midweek services are missing
out on the core of the Christian story and witness, much as if you went to
a movie and stepped out after the opening credits and stepped back in
only for the closing credits. For we followers of Jesus, there just isn't
anything else more important than finding our way to our Christian
community for the Three Holy Days.

Back in my parish priest days, I used to promise people that if they came to Thursday, Friday, and Saturday even-
ing services and entered fully into them, their lives would be changed. Every year I made the same promise, and
no one ever told me I was wrong. When we edit out part of the story of our redemption, we're chopping away at our

ability to comprehend God's great love for us.

We celebrate everything that matters in these three days: Jesus' tender love, his absolute care for others, his
challenge to remember him always, his betrayal, his agony, his death, his descent into hell, his disciples' confusion

at God's mighty work in the resurrection, and, finally, boundless joy as the Good News becomes clear. It's all there.

I invite you--no, I implore you--to make time in your life for the Three Holy Days next week. You won't be sorry.

Almighty God, whose dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he

was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find it none other that the way of life
and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

for ever and ever. Amen.

Yours faithfully,

Scott Gunn
Executive Director




God’s Vending Machine is Always Stocked

By Ellen Alexandrakis on March 9, 2026

grow
—HBISTIANS

Recently, I stopped at a CVS to grab a drink before driving out to Paris, Texas,
to see my mom. I was scanning the Coke aisle when I spotted a Smart Water

> display. It was one of those mundane moments that somehow sparked an old

~ memory.

Years ago, back when I worked in education, it was standardized testing
season (ugh). You know the drill: central office staff are sent out to campuses
““ to monitor classrooms, ensure there are no testing irregularities, and try to be
- at least somewhat helpful. That day, I was assigned to a third-grade classroom
-~ to monitor a math test.

The teacher, Mrs. Wilson, was clearly adored by her students. The kids crowded near her desk like she was home
base, giving her hugs and leaning in close the way little ones do when they feel safe. Right before the test started,
Mrs. Wilson placed a huge case of Smart Water on her desk and announced, “Third graders, I have something
special just for you. While you're taking the test, if you are having a hard time with a question, just stop and take a
sip of Smart Water. Think about the question again, and answer it. The water will help.”

I helped pass out the water bottles to twenty squirmy, wiggly, serious-faced little people. The test started right on
time.

A while into it, a little girl walked up to the teacher with tears beginning to creep from the corners of her eyes. She
was obviously upset. “Mrs. Wilson,” she said, “I drank all of my Smart Water, and I still have questions to do!”

Without missing a beat, Mrs. Wilson reached under her desk and pulled out an extra bottle, sliding it to her like it
was an envelope containing a top secret. The girl exhaled audibly, went back to her desk, and got to work.

T've thought about that moment more than once, because it is a story about faith.

Let’s be honest: there’s nothing miraculous about Smart Water (apologies to whoever produces Smart Water). But
what was remarkable was the child’s trust. She believed her teacher when her teacher said, “This will help you.”
Someone was looking out for her. And she believed that if she got stuck, there was something real—something
‘extra’—that could help her and encourage her to keep going even when the test was hard.

That’s not far from the way faith works.

Christian faith is not pretending life is easy. Faith is not a magic potion that guarantees you’ll never feel anxious.
Real faith is more like that child walking to the desk and saying, “I need help.” It’s trusting that God is good, even
when our questions are far more complicated than 3rd-grade math.

Sometimes our “Smart Water” faith looks like a whispered prayer in the middle of the messiness.

Continued on next page...



https://www.growchristians.org/2026/03/09/gods-vending-machine-is-always-stocked/

Continued from previous page...

“Lord, I'm stuck. I don’t know what to do next. Help me.”

I know I sure have to work on pausing before reacting—taking a breath, reading the question again, taking a slow
sip, and asking God for wisdom. Matthew 7: 7-8 reminds us, “Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will
find; knock and the door will be opened for you. For everyone who asks receives and everyone who searches finds,
and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened.” We just have to knock. Why is it in our daily lives, instead
of turning to God, we spiral downward inside ourselves? Alone. Just knock.

And similar to Mrs. Wilson having another bottle tucked under the desk, God’s supply is not limited by our panic.
We might feel like we've “used up” all our strength, all our patience, all our hope—Dbut grace is not like a vending
machine that runs out. God’s machines are fully stocked.

God doesn’t shame us for coming back again and again with the same question. God doesn’t roll His eyes or huff
when we say, “I'm still stuck.” Over and over, the gospel shows us a Savior who welcomes the tired and gently cares
for the anxious (Matthew 11:28-30).

So the next time you're staring at a question you can’t answer—whether it’s a decision you've been putting off, a
conflict with someone you love, a grief that is too heavy to carry anymore, a season you didn’t choose—consider this
your invitation to take a “sip.”

Pause.

Pray.

Ask for wisdom.

Take a sip and try again.

Not because the sip itself is magical, but because the One you're turning toward is faithful. And loves you beyond
measure.

And if you feel like your water bottle is empty, you've had all you can take, and you're still overwhelmed, remember
you're not failing. You're human. Go back to the Teacher. “Lord, I still have questions. I need some help.”

God’s grace and goodness have a way of showing up humbly, consistently, and sometimes right from under the
teacher’s desk when we need it most.

4:114\1»)f Please join in Ascension’s monthly collection of
specific “Gold Items” for Friends in Deed. They
include canned tuna and chicken, hearty soups,
stew, chili, pasta and pasta sauce, peanut butter,

cereal, rice, oil, sugar, flour, fruit juice, and vegetable juice

(V8).

Look for the donation
bin at the back of the
church.




PAGE 7

ANNUAL MEETING

February 22, 2026
Thank You to

&7 .A) Jon Prentice for the

photos.

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candles

The 2026 sign-up sheets for altar flowers and altar candles are now available on the bulletin board
in Hawks Hall. **Payment should be made by CHECK ($50.00 for flowers and $15.00 for
a candle) payable to Church of the Ascension.** Please include a note giving the date
that you signed up for and any dedication.

T AT




Our vision is that The Episcopal Church of the Ascension serves Christ today for those
who will come to know Christ tomorrow.

WORSHIP, FORMATION, PASTORAL CARE, FELLOWSHIP, OUTREACH, PRESENCE
25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 ~ 626-355-1133 www.ascension-sierramadre.com

SUNDAY

5 EASTER SUNDAY

bam The Great Vigil and 1st
Eucharist of Easter
*Facebook Live*

8:45am Choir Rehearsal

10:15am Festival High Mass
Facebook Live*

6
8:30am
'Yoga/Hall

APRIL 2026

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

7

Fr. Michael
out of
office/Clergy
Support Group

1

8:15am-9:00am
\IGooden Chapel

8

{8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

Men’s Group
Luncheon
Nano Café

Noon—RSVP to
Fr. Michael

6Pm

ednesday Night
inner Group
eets

8:15am Mass

9
8:15am Mass

9am
Rector’s Forum

FRIDAY

HOLY WEEK SERVICE DATES & TIMES ARE NOTED ON THE FRONT PAGE OF THE

10

SATURDAY

NEWSLETTER
11

12

8am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

9am Choir Rehearsal

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

13

8:15am-
9:45am
iGooden Chapel

8:30am
'Yoga/Hall

14

10am-10:30am
Gooden Chapel

15
8:15am-9:00am
\Gooden Chapel

8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

6Pm

Wednesday Night
Dinner Group
Meets

16

8:15am Mass

Q9am
Rector’s Forum

10:30am
Staff Mtg

18

l1lam-Beach
Wedding/Church

12 Noon-Beach
Reception/Hawks
Hall

19

8am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

9am Choir Rehearsal

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

20

8:15am-
9:45am
\Gooden Chapel

8:30am
'Yoga/Hall

21
10am-10:30am
Gooden Chapel

5:30pm-8pm
Music

Recital/ CEMAL
|A/Hall/Private

22
8:15am-9:00am
\IGooden Chapel

8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

6Pm

Wednesday Night
Dinner Group
Meets

23

8:15am Mass

9am
Rector’s Forum

Noon
Clericus Mtg
Hall

25

10am-2pm
Deacon’s Meeting
Hall

26

8am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

9am Choir Rehearsal

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
Facebook Live*

27

8:15am-
9:45am
iGooden Chapel

8:30am
'Yoga/Hall

28
10am-10:30am
Gooden Chapel

7pm Vestry
Meeting/Hall

29
8:15am-9:00am
\Gooden Chapel

8:30am Yoga/Hall
5:30pm Yoga/Hal

6Pm
Wednesday Night
Dinner Group

30
8:15am Mass

Q9am
Rector’s Forum

Meets

Spire Creator: Kim Lumino, Parish Administrator




