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Upcoming Events From the Rector

*Please see the calendar on Those in church (and those watching on FaceBook Live) on December 1 st § The First
page 8 for an updated list of _Sunday_ qf Adver_1t o] were in _for a SL_lrprise. Towards the end of_ the services, our Inter-
events.* im Musician Jobi McGuffie climbed into the loft and accompanied the hymns .and of-
fered a postlude on the organ. Jobi we nt
|l esson in my I|life.6 That is hard to beli
commented to me that while they love Jobi on the piano, they have missed the organ.
Pl ease Get Your Pledge

Cards A SAggeps'!on has enjoyed the sound of our pipe organ since 1982. Prior to that, there had
been a couple of electronic organs in the loft. The story is that occasionally one of the
electraniqoggans wauld picksit andlply the broadcasts on the police radio frequency.
Ydosu 0 fi r b anv es etvoe ras Himegarishioneifs to @anfirm thab kegend. Funds
wepe giaised is 1981, fand tivei Harngs Organ Company of Whittier was commissioned to
roolilch ienintstrunbeit wef ngwl hwve. Byumpst accounts, it is a modest organ; but size
ahd weight wisehit & approprate tg aurrspace.

and compl et e
JokixtangebrhaveTalready begun planning f
roan villde a paht af our petelraition df the Nativity.
it to the <church
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Holidays at Hillsides
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2024 Annual Christmas Appeal

Letds show our generous support by
this holiday season.

NOVEMBER 2024 Cards in the amount of $25 from Vons, Food for
5 (10 [o [N S\ =T a (MSTa 10110 (618 | ess, Ralphs, Target, Walmart, and Amazon will

Q $ $ make the holidays brighter for families in need.

2024 Budget $205,150 Please leave your donations on the collection
: B plate on Sundays or drop them off in the parish

R AR KRN office by Sunday, December 22, 2024. Deacon Ed
'YTD Actual: $180,475 will deliver them to Hillsides. Your generosity is
Difference: $-7579 B greatly appreciated and a blessing to those in

3 ' ' need.




Stewardship Update
The numbers as of December 3, 2024

Pledging Households ' oage 60 $220,000
cT $200k
100

Goal, $180k

90 98

$160k
80

140k
70 ’

60 $120k

$100k

50
40 $80k

30 $60k
20 S40k
10 S20k

W Pledges, S0k

45 Pledged,
$176,990

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candles

We would like to remind everyone that you can now sign -up for altar flowers and sanctuary candles
online through Signup Genius. You can also sign -up on the sign -up sheets in Hawks Hall.

**Payment should be made by CHECK ( $50.00 for flowers and $15.00 for a candle ) payable to
Church of the Ascension. ** Please include a note giving the date that you signed up for and any
dedication.

Here are the sign -up genius links :

Sanctuary Candles:

https:// www. signupgeni us. c-dmP2 Gdba@dctous

Altar Flowers:

{
https://www. signupgeni us. c-éﬁthé—aBth@&rO#E‘ﬁ



https://ascension-sierramadre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=736a952103ecbc6076acab358&id=f95f8c5587&e=1ca8aa515a
https://ascension-sierramadre.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=736a952103ecbc6076acab358&id=4751f8a3da&e=1ca8aa515a

VESTRY NOMINATIONS
DUE NOW

| Each year at our annual meeting, we elect three new members of the Vestry, the body within the congregation that,

I with the Rector, leads the parish. Vestry members are elected for three year terms. Vestry meets once a month
I throughout the year. Additional meetings (and committee meetings) are held as needed. A Vestry member must be
I willing to accept the responsibility of regular attendance and be willing to serve on one or more committees.

I Now is the time for the parish to nominate next year's Vestry candidates. According to the Diocesan guidelines, a

| Vestry nominee must be 16 years of age or older and be a confirmed communicant in good standing in the Episco-
| pal Church. He or she must also attend church services at Ascension regularly and be a pledging contributor to the

| parish. A member of the Vestry may not be a member of any other church.

FORWARD Pick up a copy of the new
DAY b DAY Forward Movement Day by
i a5 O Day devotional booklet. Copies
¥ can be found at the back of the
church and on the reception
table in Hawks Hall.

A $2 donation is appreciated.

Thank You.

NOVEMBER | DECEMBER 2024 | JANUARY 2025

It is once again the time of year to

‘ M order Christmas flowers to

": e “’”m Illﬁl T .nm” . decorate our already beautiful ~ 3 An Opportunity
e - sanctuary and it is your generosity .

o that makes this purchase possible. for Giving

Please consider making a contribution to
Donation envelopes are located at our music program for the special music
the back of the Church and on the we enjoy here at Ascension.
reception table in Hawks Hall.

Thanking you in advance for your making this another beautiful

Christmas season. Donation envelopes are located at the

back of the church and on the reception
table in Hawks Hall.

For names to be included in the Christmas bulletins, donations must For names to be included in the
be received by Tuesday, December 17th. Christmas bulletins, donations must be
St. Anneds Altar Guild received by Tuesday, December 17th.




REAL LT Waiting. Wedre not very good at that anymo

everything modern age, we get frustrated if we have to wait for any length of time. Who
pEAL FA H can afford to waste time these days? We have too much to do. Every second counts.

av ®. ? The advent season is all about waiting. Dur
ries when Godds people awaited the fulfildl
the time of doubt. This side of Christmas,
about arrival, t he birth of Jesus. And thatoés part.|
max in the coming of the Messiah. But | et d§g
advent, the waiting that marked the time before Christmas, the waiting that God forced his people to endure.

Maybe a little waiting is a good thing. I know thatds a h
things that | think we can get from waiting. They probabl
jam on your way to an important event, but I still t hink

1. Waiting reminds us that we are not the center of the universe.

ltds so easy to get caught wup in our own plans, convinced
part of what makes waiting so frustrating, and so valuable. Being forced to wait gives us the opportunity to remember

that other people have plans and priorities as well. We a
plans unimportant, but it does put them in perspective.

2. Waiting reminds us that God is in control.

At the very least, waiting forces us to realize that we are not in control. And that can be a valuable opportunity to reflect
on who is.

3. Waiting reminds us that life is a gift.

Forced to sit at a stop light for several precious minutes, | have a choice. | can choose to grumble and gripe about the loss
of my precious time, or | can remember that those very minutes were a gift God gave me so that | might have the
opportunity to live for his glory. Sure, this wasndt how

4. Waiting reminds us that the present matters.

Sometimes | think waiting fr us torieattdeabvays ocusee an svhatscemesvre)d. B whato o
aboutnow? Next i s in Godds hands. Now is what we have. Done w
larly spectacular movie scene in slow motion. You know the movie will continue playing at regular speed soon, but for

now youdre just enjoying whatds on the screen.

5. Waiting reminds us that the future is bigger than we think.

Sometimes | think waiting fr us toriemtedeesough.sWelirg otaaitiing abaue iBmueh, bato t
I think we all/l have a sense of our own mortality, and it
ti me; why waste any of it waiting for things to happen?
eternity. That doesndt mean we can get complacent with
part of something much larger. In the light of eternity, is a two -minute wait at the grocery store really that onerous?

Continued on next page...




Continued from previous page...

The advent season is a great opportunity to think differently about time. God made his people wait for centuries before
he fulfilled his promises to them in sending the Messiah.
ment of Godds redemptive promises in the second advent of

Why all the waiting? | cand6t answer that question for sur
comes to God.) At the very Il east, though, the waiting re
in control, and he will take this story wherever he pleases. And it reminds us, slaps us i
the center of the story. Itds not about wus, Fnallg allthe waitiggs d o
helps us think differently about both the present and the future: valuing the present as a gift, cherishing the future as

our ultimate hope.

Will that change the way you feel as you burn through forty  -five minutes waiting for the doctor to call you in for your
appointment? | dondt know. I't might, or it might not. But

Be well, be blessed, enjoy the wait, maybe bring something to read.
Deacon Ed+

American
Red Cross

GIVE SOMETHING THAT
Mearvs Semelhing

GIVE BLOOD

Blood Drive
The Episcopal Church
of the Ascension

Parish Hall
25 E Laurel Ave
Sierra Madre, CA 91024

Wednesday, December 18, 2024
12:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Please visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter: ECTA to schedule an appointment

Streamline your donation experience and save up to 15 minutes by visiting
RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading and health

ustory questions on the day of your appointment

A0 ) g‘ ( Q:" 340
g Come give Dec. 16 thru Jan. 3 for a NEW long sleeved "‘4‘

u Red Cross T shirt, itd. qty. Chill with us! L T

Oh

Schedule your blood donation appointment today!
1-800-RED CROSS | RedCrossBlood.org | Download the Blood Donor App




Pl ease join in Ascensi
FRIENDS speci fic 0Gold Iten
IN % They include canned tuna and chicken,

DEED hearty soups, stew, chili, pasta and pasta
sauce, peanut butter, cereal, rice, oil, sugar,
flour, fruit juice, and vegetable juice (V8).

Look for the donation
bin at the back of the
church.

G/VING THANKS TO ALL OF OUR VOLUNTEERS

WOMENGS ROOM THANKSG/! VI NG LUNCH WA

We out did ourselves! The ladies from the Friends In Deed shelter were so appreciative of the
meal we were able to provide for them. Lots of everything, trays and trays of turkey, green
bean casserole, mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, stuffing (and vegan stuffing), lots of gravy,
mac O6n cheese and rolls and | etds not forget
The ladies went on their way with gift bags, that included, manicure and sewing Kkits, lots of
chocolates and a half dozen of homemade cookies. What a pleasure to serve these ladies.

Thank you to all that contributed to this annual luncheon! To those who contributed pre-
pared meal s, monetary contributions, |l oading
set up crew and clean -up crew. All was very much appreciated.

My many, many thanks to Nicole Hanson. Nicole, | could not have done this without your
help. THANK YOU SO MUCH!




P A GHE

or the

The Womends Room Thank ‘)ﬂharﬁsqutousa n
Monday, November 25, 2024 B

Wagner
photos.




