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Upcoming Events 
 

*Please see the calendar on 

page 8 for an updated list of 

events.* 
 

DECEMBER 2022 

Pledge Payment Snapshot  

 

 

 

2022 Budget  $210,000 

            

YTD Budget:      $210,000 

YTD Actual:    $200,386 

Difference:          $-9,614 

From the Rector 
 

As the New Year approaches, I have decided to reflect a little on what I learned in 

2022. It certainly wasn’t the best year of my life, but I can’t say it was all bad either.  

2022 reinforced Ascension’s need to continue to be     

flexible in planning for worship and community life. 

Just as we were getting accustomed to in-person      

worship inside, we had to pivot back to being all virtual 

for two Sundays in Advent. And then at last, this past 

Christmas Eve somewhat approximated what we knew 

and loved from worship before COVID. A high point for 

me was Sam Prentice reading the Gospel during the 

Family Service. 

 

2022 also brought new dimensions to our family life. Baby Elsie arrived in January, 

and Debbie and I were lucky enough to be able to spend time with her as a newborn. 

Grandparenting is a great job.  

 

In September, my mother-in-law Fay moved to the British Home. I got a new       

nickname. The staff at the British Home call me the “paperboy.” (Most mornings I 

deliver the Pasadena Star News to her.) It has been nice to have Fay just down the 

street, and she has really enjoyed becoming a regular in worship. As a result of her 

move this year, almost all of our family were able to gather in Sierra Madre for 

Thanksgiving. 

 

The realities of 2021 and 2022 also taught us that we can think out of the boxes we 

have constructed which we thought were immutable. For example, having to postpone 

the 2021 Parish Annual Meeting gave us freedom to realize that the Annual Meeting 

doesn’t “have” to be held the last Sunday of January. As a result, this year we’re once 

again scheduling the meeting for the last Sunday of February.  

 

Finally, 2022 taught us that vaccines and boosters work, and that we will be able to 

reclaim our lives. I pray that 2023 will be better for all of us.  

 

As I write this Spire article, I am looking forward to spending time with Matt,    

Lyndsay, James, and Elsie in South Carolina.  
 

 

Blessings, 

Father Michael+ 
 

A Message from St. Anne’s Altar Guild… 
 

Thank you to parishioners who contributed to the flower fund for Christmas.  The 

floral decorations this year may have been simple, but it was heartfelt. 

 

A reminder that sign-ups for sanctuary candles and Sunday flower donations can be 

done via the sign-up sheets on the bulletin board in Hawks Hall or through Sign-up 

Genius.  The links are located on page 7.     

 

Peace and Health to all, 

Lynne Holl, Altar Guild Directress 

 

 

 2023 Stewardship 

Update 
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HOSPITALITY FUNDRAISERS 

 
It is with great pleasure that I  announce that the Hospitality fund has had a huge boost in its account.  

Thank you to all who participated in the two fundraisers.   
 

On the evening of November 19th: 

  Shopping Party at Savor the Flavor  

Resulted in a donation of  

$500.00 
 

Raffle Tickets Sale 

Beginning December 11th, we sold tickets for: 
 

Jo Moiser’s 

 Christmas Afghan & Tissue Boxes 

& 

Lynne Holl’s 

Crochet Winter Hats 
 

With a total donation of: 

$235.00 
 

Boosting our Hospitality account by  

$735.00 
 

The winners are: 

Jobi McGuffie – Christmas Afghan; Tissue Box & Crocheted Winter Hat 

Wendy Stockly – Tissue Box & Crocheted Winter Hat 

Sam Prentice – Tissue Box & Crocheted Winter Hat  

Phoebe Prentice – Crocket Winter Hat 

Alexandra Watt – Tissue Box 

Scott Callihan - Tissue Box 

Kathy O’Connor – Tissue Box & Crocheted Winter Hat 

(AKA, Bishop Taylor’s wife) 

 

The winning tickets were pulled by Kim Lumino, Church Secretary, witnessed by Fr. Michael Bamberger 

and recorded, by Lisa Wagner. 
 

Winners: please call the Church during business hours to make arrangements with Kim Lumino to pick 

up your prize.  
 

Church Office Hours:  Monday, Tuesday and Thursday & Friday (closed on Wednesdays) 

Church phone number:  626.355.1133 

 

Thank you to Jo and Lynne for your contributions and your talent! 

 
 

Respectfully, 

Lisa Wagner 

Hospitality Hostess  
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 One thing I know for certain is that what I expect (or hope) the New Year will bring is often 

not what happens. Personally, the last year was a perfect example. But what I do know for 

sure is that prayer will be my constant companion. 

 

Here are six keys that have helped me develop a more powerful and effective prayer life. I 

hope they will encourage you to make 2023 a year of prayer. 

 

 

1. Know to whom you are speaking. 
 

Prayer is a conversation with God, and every conversation begins by addressing the person with whom you are speaking 

by name. I find it helpful in my prayer times to focus on which of the Holy Trinity I need to talk to.  Often, I talk to Jesus, 

the friend who is closer than a brother. Other times, I cry out to the Holy Spirit, who fills and empowers me to do the 

tasks Father God has called me to do. Having a distinct sense of whom I am speaking to helps me formulate what I want 

to say and how I want to say it. 

2. Thank God. 
 

A heartfelt thank you is always a great conversation starter. Like any parent, God loves to see that we have grateful 

hearts. But, more importantly, as we take the time to praise God for all He has done in the past — the answered prayers, 

the impossible situations overcome, the healings and grace — our faith to believe in the possibility of even greater an-

swers to prayer grows stronger and more confident. Praise opens the gates of heaven and should always be part of our 

alone time with God. 

3. Ask for God’s will. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer is not the only time when Jesus role-modeled a heart of obedience and submission to the will of God 

over His own desires and needs. In a world where right and wrong are frequently confused and the future is so uncertain, 

it can be hard to know how to pray or what to ask for when difficult circumstances arise. But the one thing we can know 

with absolute certainty is that God’s plan for those who love Him is good, and the safest place we can be is in the center 

of His divine will. 

4. Say what you need. 
 

In Jesus’ time, bread was a staple — one of the most basic needs of life — and He did not hesitate to ask God to provide 

it. But we often hesitate to bother God with the little things we need, thinking He shouldn’t be bothered. And when the 

big problems come, we try everything we can to solve the problem before we think to pray. The Bible says, “You do not 

have because you do not ask God.” So never hesitate to ask God for what you need in 2023. Your Father in heaven       

delights in giving you good gifts. 

5. Ask for forgiveness. 
 

James 5:16 reminds us that if we want our prayers to be heard, our hearts need to be right with God and with one      

another. If you feel your prayers are bouncing off the ceiling, take some time to check your heart. 

6. Pray with a friend. 
 

There is power in agreement when we pray in Jesus’ name.  When I have an urgent need to take before the throne of 

God, I will often call a friend to pray with me.  If you don’t already have one, make finding a trusted prayer partner one 

of your goals in 2023. 

 

 

Be well, be blessed, pray with renewed intent.                                                                    

Happy New Year!    

Deacon Ed +  
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          14th Annual Women's Room Thanksgiving Luncheon 

After expenses were paid out for the luncheon, Ascension was able to donate $485.45 to 

the Women’s Room at Friends in Deed.  Many thanks to the families who donated financial-

ly to this year’s luncheon.                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candlelight Carols & Christmas Eve 
  

Our Christmas Eve service was an amazing mixture of carols, anthems, and liturgy.  

 The choir sang carols and familiar settings of well known pieces by Willcocks, Sowerby, Ledger, and many more.  

 A special thanks to all of our musician who participated in the service. 

  

Soprano  Ms. Susan Beach 
               Ms. Page Michels 
               Ms. Madeleine Lew 
               Ms. Collette Ostrye 
Alto        Ms. Ha Young Synn 
               Ms. Lurdes Zapata 
Tenor      Mr. Lavette Teague 

Bass        Mr. Josẻ  Maldonado 
  

Trumpet  Ms. Angela Romero 
Violin      Ms. Shuran Lui         
  

I would also like to thank everyone that supported the music program with your generous donations to offset the 
cost of the guest musicians. 

Notes from the Organ Bench 

Mr. Robert L. Williamson  
Organist-Choirmaster 
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Christmas Eve Service 

 

Thank You to Jon Prentice and Dan & Nicole Hanson for the pictures! 

2022 Ascension Christmas Outreach 
 

Thanks to everyone who participated in the Christmas Outreach project with Hillsides. 

Together Ascension donated $950 worth of Vons, Target, Amazon, 

Walmart, Ralphs, and Food4Less gift cards. Hillsides distributed them at 

Christmas-time to the folks that they serve that were in significant need. 
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Forward Today: Manifold and Great Mercies 

 

Dear friends in Christ, 

We don’t tend to talk about mercy too much. We talk about things to which we are entitled. We talk about 
fairness. In some sense, fairness is crucial. Women and men should be paid the same rate for the same 
work, for example. People should have access to the same jobs regardless of their race. Fairness and   
justice are important markers of ensuring that people are able to flourish as the people God has made 
them to be, so we should never turn away from our need to work for justice. 

But what about mercy? The scriptures are full of stories of God’s mercy toward humanity. Despite our   
continual rejection of God’s way, God still loves us. Justice would demand that we be punished for our   
error, but God chooses mercy. 

 

The Gospels in particular are filled with ways in which Jesus Christ mani-
fests mercy. Jesus offers healing to people without first ensuring they 
“deserve” it. Jesus is endlessly patient and loving with his followers, who 
never quite seem to get it. And, in the end, Jesus forgives even those 
who put him to death. 

We are meant to love others as Christ loves us. So we too should manifest mercy. What would it be like to 
focus on being merciful? In small ways, we could be generous with that driver who sneaks up and wants to 
cut in front of us on the road. We could be quick to forgive those who offend us with minor slights. In bigger 
ways, we could rethink how we treat refugees and prisoners. We could find ways to help those who    
struggle. We could always begin not with the question of “what is fair” but rather ask “what is merciful?” 

Often when I attend Rite I services of Holy Eucharist, we say the Prayer of Humble Access from page 337 
of The Book of Common Prayer. 

We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our own righteousness, but in thy 
manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But 
thou art the same Lord whose property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to 
eat the flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore dwell in him, and 
he in us. Amen. 

Some people don’t like this prayer, maybe because it reminds us we’re not all that special. Because of our 
continual rejection of God’s love, we probably don’t deserve God’s infinite love, if God’s focus were only on 
justice. But as the prayer reminds us, God’s property is always to have mercy. I love this prayer because it 
reminds me that God is merciful to me, and in response to God’s love for me, I pray for strength to share 
God’s love and mercy with others. There’s nothing I can do to make God love me less or more. 

Even if your church doesn’t use this lovely reminder of God’s mercy, you can say the prayer on your own 
any time, especially before Holy Communion. If we pray for mercy, we might just find ourselves being  
merciful. We might find ourselves changing the world, one life at a time—beginning with our own. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

July 31, 2019 Forward Today, scott gunn 

 

Scott Gunn, Executive Director 

https://news.forwardmovement.org/2019/07/forward-today-manifold-and-great-mercies/
https://news.forwardmovement.org/tag/forward-today/
https://news.forwardmovement.org/tag/scott-gunn/
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Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candles 
 

We would like to remind everyone that you can now sign-up for   

altar flowers and sanctuary candles online through Signup Genius.  

You can also sign-up on the sign-up sheets in Hawks Hall.     

 

 

**Payment should be made by CHECK ($40.00 for flowers and $15.00 for a candle)  payable to Church of 

the Ascension.  **  Please include a note giving the date that you signed up for and any dedication.   

 

Here are the sign-up genius links: 

 

Sanctuary Candles:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e44a4a628a7f94-sanctuary 

 

Altar Flowers:  https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e44a4a628a7f94-altar 

Pick up a copy of the 

Forward Movement 

Day by Day booklet.  

Copies can be found at 

the back of the church 

and on the reception 

table in Hawks Hall.      

 

 

A $2 donation is appreciated.  

"Here's a unique way to support our parish!“ 

 

If you have a car, truck, boat or other vehicle that's       

become a nuisance, you can now donate that vehicle to 

Ascension. You'll be able to write the value of the vehicle 

off as a tax deduction and Ascension will benefit from the 

proceeds of its sale.  Simply call 855-500-RIDE or visit  

http://www.careasy.org/nonprofit/the-episcopal-church-of-

the-ascension  

to schedule a free pickup. All you need is the vehicle's   

title-- the CARS service will handle the rest." 

 

CARS is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit  organization  

based out of San Diego, California.  

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e44a4a628a7f94-sanctuary
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e44a4a628a7f94-altar
http://www.careasy.org/nonprofit/the-episcopal-church-of-the-ascension
http://www.careasy.org/nonprofit/the-episcopal-church-of-the-ascension


 

Our vision is that The Episcopal Church of the Ascension serves Christ today for those 
who will come to know Christ tomorrow. 

WORSHIP, FORMATION, PASTORAL CARE, FELLOWSHIP, OUTREACH, PRESENCE 
25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 ~ 626-355-1133    www.ascension-sierramadre.com 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
 
 
 
9am Choir Rehearsal  
 
10:00am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

2 
 
*PARISH 
OFFICE 
CLOSED* 

 

 

3 
 
 

4 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

 
 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 

5 6 
 
8am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
8:15am Mass 
 
1:15pm 
Gooden Chapel 

7 
 
 

8 
      

8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 
 

9am Between the Masses 
Discussion Group  
 
9am Choir Rehearsal  
 
10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

9 
8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 

 

 

10 
8:15am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
6Pm 
Tuesday Night 
Dinner Group 
Meets 

11 
 

 

8:30am Yoga/Hall 
 

 

5:30pm Yoga/Hall 

12 
 
8:15am Mass 
 
9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 
 

10:30am 
Staff Mtg 

13 
 

 

14 
 

 

 

15 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 
 

9am Between the Masses 
Discussion Group  
 
9am Choir Rehearsal  
 
10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

16 
 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 
 
 

17 
 

8:15am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

6Pm 
Tuesday Night 
Dinner Group 
Meets 
 
7:00pm 
Vestry Meeting 
Hall 

18 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

 
5:30pm Yoga/Hal 

19 
 

8:15am Mass 
 
9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 

 
 

 

20 
 

8am 
Gooden Chapel 
 
1:15pm 
Gooden Chapel 

21 

 

 

22 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 
 

9am Between the Masses 
Discussion Group  
 
9am Choir Rehearsal  
 
10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

23 
8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 
 

 
6:30pm-
9:30pm 
Photochromers 
Mtg-Hall 
Private 

24 
8:15am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

 
6Pm 
Tuesday Night 
Dinner Group 
Meets 

25 
 
8:30am Yoga/Hall 

 
5:30pm Yoga/Hall 

26 
 

8:15am Mass 
 
9am 
Rector’s Forum 
 

 

10:30am 
Staff Mtg 

 
Noon 
Clericus Mtg 
Hall 

27 28 
 

 

29 
8am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 
 
 

9am Between the Masses 
Discussion Group  
 
9am Choir Rehearsal  
 
10:15am Worship w/Eucharist  
*Facebook Live* 

30 
 

8:30am 
Yoga/Hall 
 
 

31 
8:15am 
Gooden Chapel 
 

 
6Pm 
Tuesday Night 
Dinner Group 
Meets 

    

Spire Creator:  Kim Lumino, Parish Administrator 

JANUARY 2023 

New Years Day 

Father Michael Out of Town/Vacation 

Martin     

Luther King 

Day  

Parish Office 

Closed 


