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Upcoming Events

From the Rector

*Please see the calendar on
page 8 for an updated list of
events.*

In October I have taken two trips for work on behalf of the larger Episcopal Church.
The first trip was to North Carolina to help craft the General Ordination Examination which will be administered in January of 2023. In 2020, we did the work remotely – mainly through emails and Zoom calls. In 2021, I did not participate due to
recovering from my terrible Spring of 2021. It was wonderful to reconnect with
colleagues and meet new team members, and the work was accomplished.

REMINDER
Daylight
Savings Time
ends at 2am
on Sunday,
November
6th.

Please
join
in
Ascension’s
monthly collection
of specific “Gold
Items” for Friends
in Deed.
For the month of
November we will be collecting
VEGETABLE OIL.
Look for the donation
bin at the back of the
church.

SEPTEMBER 2022
Pledge Payment Snapshot

2022 Budget $210,000
YTD Budget:

$175,000

YTD Actual:

$161,251

Difference:

$-13,749

The second trip has been to Maryland for a gathering of the US Disaster Staff of Episcopal Relief and Development and the team of which I am a part – The Partners in
Response and Resilience. Like so many organizations and groups, we have been
meeting by Zoom almost weekly for an hour. The quality of those meetings, while
supportive and helpful, was by necessity very structured. Gathering together in
person has been absolutely wonderful. To see and hug (even while masked) friends
and colleagues for the first time in almost three years has been life affirming. The
planners of the meeting built into the agenda long stretches of storytelling. We
ealized that telling stories was something that was not at all the same on Zoom.
Communities have common stories at their heart. This is true of the Church and the
Church of the Ascension. Sometimes the stories are about individual people, and
sometimes they are about shared experiences and events. I am so thankful we have
been able to resume telling our stories in person. I look forward to hearing you add to
our common story.
Blessings,
Father Michael+

2023 Pledge Update
The numbers as of October 27, 2022
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14th Annual Women's Room Thanksgiving Luncheon

THANKSGIVING
FOR EACH NEW MORNING WITH ITS LIGHT,
FOR REST AND SHELTER OF THE NIGHT,
FOR HEALTH AND FOOD,
FOR LOVE AND FRIENDS,
FOR EVERYTHING
THY
GOODNESS SENDS.
-RALPH WALDO EMERSON (1803-1882)

We cannot believe how time seems to fly in the fall. It is already time to start
thinking about our Thanksgiving Luncheon for The Women's Room at Friends in
Deed. We will be continuing to provide a modified, smaller lunch at Friends in
Deed this year due to continued Covid precautions. We really hope to be able to
host our big luncheon again next year, God willing. We are expecting to feed about
25 women this year, so portions will be slightly larger than last year.

This year's luncheon will be on Tuesday, November 22. We are seeking sign-ups for all the traditional Thanksgiving dishes to be delivered to the Ascension kitchen in disposable pans/containers between 9:30-11am that morning. Hot
dishes should be delivered hot that morning if possible. If you want to prepare something in advance and need us to heat
it that morning, please leave it in the refrigerator on Sunday or Monday with reheating instructions attached. Cold items
can be delivered on Sunday or Monday and left in the refrigerator. If you drop something off early, PLEASE be sure to
write Women's Room on it so that we know to take the right items.
Instead of gift bags this year, we are hoping to provide each woman with a new money belt, fanny pack, or other similar
item that they can wear under their clothing to keep their valuables secure--especially while sleeping. We are hoping to
be able to collect and/or purchase 25 money belts that we can deliver along with the meal on the 22nd. We will be accepting money belts and fanny packs from now until November 13. If you would rather contribute financially, you can make a
donation to Ascension. Please write "Women's Room" in the memo line. Any funds in excess of those necessary to
purchase the remaining money belts will be donated directly to The Women's Room.
Please contact Nicole Hanson (nhanson123@gmail.com, 626-627-4681) or Lisa Wagner (lisawagner069@gmail.com,
626-710-8909) if you have any questions.
Sign up here: https://bit.ly/TWR_thanksgiving

Blessing of the Animals
October 2, 2022
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A Note on Financial Stewardship
You know that your financial pledge is essential to keeping the Church of the Ascension supportive and strong. It allows
us to budget for the coming year and helps us determine our priorities. But you may not be aware of the many ways you
can provide financial support to our parish. First off, you should be getting a pledge card in the mail or you can pick one
up at church. Return the card to us in the offering plate at one of the services or drop it off at the parish office. You can
also make your pledge on the parish website by going to https://www.ascension-sierramadre.com/give.html.
When fulfilling your pledge by check or cash, make sure your name and envelope/account number are clearly marked. To
get your offering to church you can:





Drop an envelope with cash or a check into the offering plate during the service
Call the office and drop a donation off with Kim Lumino at any time during the week (except Wednesdays)
Arrange on your bank’s website for Ascension to receive automatic payments from your checking or savings account
in the amount you designate. Simply add “Church of the Ascension, 25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA
91024” as an automatic payee in the amount and frequency you choose. When prompted for an account number, you
can use your Ascension envelope/account number.

In addition, you can donate outside of your pledge by donating:






So many options
for giving!

A financial gift to support a parish project like the roof
replacement or other maintenance
Appreciated Stock. If you have appreciated stock, you may donate that to
the parish and get a tax deduction while avoiding capital gains. Check with the parish office for more information
and your accountant for details on the tax implications
A car. Over the last few years, Ascension has accepted cars as donations with approximately 70% of the proceeds
going to the church. Call the parish office for details
Planned giving. When creating your will or trust, please remember your parish family in your arrangements.

From all of us at Ascension, thank you for your time, talent, and treasure. God’s peace.

Altar Flowers and Sanctuary Candles
We would like to remind everyone that you can now sign-up for
altar flowers and sanctuary candles online through Signup Genius.
You can also sign-up on the sign-up sheets in Hawks Hall.
**Payment should be made by CHECK ($40.00 for flowers and
$15.00 for a candle) payable to Church of the Ascension. ** Please
include a note giving the date that you signed up for and any dedication.
Here are the sign-up genius links:
Sanctuary Candles: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e44a4a628a7f94-sanctuary
Altar Flowers: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e44a4a628a7f94-altar
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Chris and I have been on a journey that began back in February with a hot water leak under
our home. It resulted in major damage, and we’ve been restoring and renovating ever since.
Just recently, we were finally able to move home. While life at the Residence Inn with housekeeping and clear crisp sheets twice weekly was nice, there’s still no place like home!
The irony is not lost on me that all of our housing hassles as overwhelming as they seemed
were in fact “first world” issues. We are both grateful for all the support along the way, mindful
of how blessed we are and the importance of sharing with those less fortunate.
For fun, I thought I’d share a few pictures of how we got to know our 100 year home intimately.
Be well, be blessed, be grateful.
Deacon Ed+

Believe it or not we are at that
time of the year again where
your help and contributions
allow the Altar Guild to decorate
our beautiful space. We count on
your generosity to make this
happen. Remember during
Advent there are no flowers
except for the third Sunday.
Donation envelopes are located at the back of the church and on the
reception table in Hawks Hall. Thanking you in advance for your
making this another beautiful Christmas season.

For names to be included in the Christmas bulletins, donations must
be received by Sunday, December 18th.
St. Anne’s Altar Guild

An Opportunity
for Giving
Please consider making a contribution to
our music program for the special music
we enjoy here at Ascension.
Donation envelopes are located at the
back of the church.
For names to be included in the
Christmas bulletins, donations must be
received by Sunday, December 18th.
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Pick up a copy of the NEW Forward
Movement Day by Day booklet.
Copies can be found at the back of
the church and on the reception
table in Hawks Hall.
A $2 donation is appreciated.
Thank You!

Thank You to everyone who
donated Halloween candy.
Stop by and say hello on Halloween!

Notes from the Organ Bench
Mr. Robert L. Williamson
Organist-Choirmaster

Musicians for the Holidays
As we approach the Holy Feast Days and holiday, we will need additional musicians for our services. Our music
fund has been depleted and needs to be refurbished in order to hire additional musicians for the Christmas
services. I am asking for your donations to the music fund to assist with the incurred costs of hiring these
musicians.
Your generous gift may be given in honor of or in memory of that special person or persons (donations are tax
deductible). Your gift and the names of those being remembered will be listed in the 9:00pm Christmas Eve
service leaflet.

Happy Birthday to Ralph Vaughn Williams
Ralph Vaughan Williams was an English composer and a church musician. This year we
celebrate the 150th anniversary of his birth (1872 – 1958). He wrote compositions for
opera, ballet, chamber music, secular, vocal pieces, and orchestra Influenced by Tudor music and English choral composers, he has left an engravable mark on the world. Some of his
musical influences include Sir Hubert Parry, Charles Wood, and Charles Villiers Stanford.
Last month, our choir sang one of his most famous choral works: Old 100th Psalm Tune
("All people that on earth do dwell") - originally composed for the 1953 coronation of
Queen Elizabeth II. Our choir sang this setting in memory of Queen Elizabeth II at
our church on the day before her funeral.
Vaughn Williams has written and adapted many harmonies within our Hymnal (The Hymnal 1982) and you may
be recognize some of the titles: Hail Thee, Festival Day, O Little Town of Bethlehem and All Creatures of our
God and King, just to name a few. I would invite you to review all of the titles when you have time. He has had a
major influence on Church Music.
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We cordially invite you to our

Private Holiday Shopping Party
Date: Saturday, November 19
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Where: Savor the Flavor

LLC

35 North Baldwin Avenue
Sierra Madre, CA 91024

Parking is available at the corner of Montecito and Baldwin Avenue
Come learn about all the hot new food and gift trends of this year and enjoy
some champagne, wine, hors d’oeuvres and decadent desserts. This is the time
to get a start to your holiday shopping with all the personal attention you’ll need.
Savor the Flavor will be donating 10% of sales from this evening to Church of
the Ascension
Please R.S.V.P. by November 10
to The Ascension Office or to Jean Rowe

HOSPITALITY FUNDRAISER
Have you had a chance to donate a handcrafted knitted or crocheted item to be sold at our fundraiser beginning
Sunday, November 6th? For example: you might make a scarf or hat, blanket or slippers. If you have not already
done so, please drop your hand made item off at the church no later than Saturday, November 5th.
Jo Mosier and/Lisa Wagner will be selling raffle tickets for Jo’s traditional Christmas Afghan and the donated
items beginning Sunday, November 6th following both services in Hawks Hall and will continue selling tickets
through
Sunday, December 4th. On the fourth of December, we will draw the winning tickets. (Winner need
not be present.)
Snacks and coffee will be available following both services for the five weeks of this fundraiser.
All proceeds will benefit the Hospitality Fund for special church events/coffee hours.
Thank you for your support and participation,
Respectfully,Lisa Wagner, Hospitality Hostess
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Forward Today: Jesus’ other teaching
October 5th, 2022 Forward Today

When asked the question “What is the most important of Jesus’ teachings?” most of us would probably
respond: to love one another.

And we would of course be right. But we tend to overlook the other lesson He tried to communicate repeatedly: to give, and to do so generously.
Why do we tend to remember the one but ignore the other? Probably because we believe it easier to love
than to be generous. But as true disciples of Jesus, we need to understand that generosity actually IS love.
This time of year, we begin to hear messages about Christian stewardship – the giving of our time, talent
and treasure. We unfortunately sometimes hear from stewardship campaign leaders (even from the pulpit!)
that the reason for our giving is to balance the church’s budget, or to cover roof or parking lot repairs. But
the reason for Christian stewardship as Jesus taught it has virtually NOTHING to do with covering the
church’s expenses!
So what is it about? In Matthew chapter 6, repeated again in the Gospel of Luke, Jesus teaches “Where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” And therein lies the key. The core of the teaching. Aligning
our giving with our hearts.
Which compels me to ask myself: where is my heart?
The late Rev. Billy Graham used to quote this passage from Matthew,
after which he’d say: “Give me five minutes with a person’s checkbook,
and I will tell you where their heart is.” And I wonder if someone were to
look at my check register (or nowadays my credit card statement) where
would they believe my heart to be? Or more to the point, what might
they assume it is that I worship?
Would it be the somewhat exotic vacations I am inclined to take? The pricey restaurants I frequent more
than my expanding waistline can justify? While there is nothing wrong with enjoying some of the good
things life has to offer, I sometimes wonder how those expenditures might compare with my giving to
support the work of God’s kingdom. Jesus’ teaching on giving is all about aligning our heart with our generosity.
This time of year, our mailboxes are filled with requests from genuinely worthy causes. But might we
consider prioritizing our support of God’s kingdom when making our charitable contributions this year? We
can do so by pledging generously to our parish’s annual stewardship campaign. And as true disciples we
can also support the Episcopal Church’s Bless Campaign, the work of our seminaries or of organizational
ministries like Forward Movement. All are ways in which we can, as Jesus taught us, align our giving and
our heart.
During this year’s season of giving, where is it I want my heart to be?
Yours faithfully,
Canon Clyde Kunz
Board Member, Forward Movement, President of Standing Committee, Episcopal Diocese of Arizona

Our vision is that The Episcopal Church of the Ascension serves Christ today for those
who will come to know Christ tomorrow.

WORSHIP, FORMATION, PASTORAL CARE, FELLOWSHIP, OUTREACH, PRESENCE
25 E. Laurel Avenue, Sierra Madre, CA 91024 ~ 626-355-1133

www.ascension-sierramadre.com

NOVEMBER 2022
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

1

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY

2

3

FRIDAY

4

SATURDAY

5

8:30am Yoga/Hall 8:15am Mass
8:15am
Gooden Chapel 5:30pm Yoga/Hall
9am
Rector’s Forum
6Pm
Tuesday Night
Dinner Group
Meets

6

8am Worship w/Eucharist
*Facebook Live*
9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group

7

8

8:30am
Yoga/Hall

Fr. Bamberger
10:15am Worship w/Eucharist Out of Office /
*Facebook Live*
Clergy
Support Group
Noon—Interment/Private

MEN’S
LUNCHEON
NOON
RSVP TO FR. MICHAEL

9

10:30am
Staff Mtg

10

8:15am Mass
8:15am
8:30am Yoga/Hall
Gooden Chapel
9am
5:30pm Yoga/Hal Rector’s Forum
6Pm
Tuesday Night
Dinner Group
Meets

Voting in
Church Hall

11
VETERANS DAY
*PARISH OFFICE
CLOSED*

Voting in Church Hall

Diocesan Convention-Riverside

13

14

15

8am Worship w/Eucharist
*Facebook Live*

8:30am
Yoga/Hall

8:15am
8:15am Mass
Gooden Chapel 8:30am Yoga/Hall
9am
6Pm
5:30pm Yoga/Hall Rector’s Forum
Tuesday Night
Dinner Group
Meets
10:30am
Staff Mtg
7:00pm
Vestry Meeting
Hall

20

21

22

8am Worship w/Eucharist
*Facebook Live*

8:30am
Yoga/Hall

9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group
9am Choir Rehearsal
10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
*Facebook Live*

9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group

10:15am Worship w/Eucharist
*Facebook Live*

27
8am Worship w/Eucharist
*Facebook Live*

16

23

8:30am
6Pm
Tuesday Night Yoga/Hall
Dinner Group
5:30pm
Meets
Yoga/Hall

17

24

28

29

8:30am
Yoga/Hall

8:15am
Gooden Chapel 8:30am Yoga/Hall

18

9:30am Mass

30

6Pm
5:30pm Yoga/Hall
Tuesday Night
6:30pmDinner Group
9:30pm
Meets
9am Choir Rehearsal
Photochromers
Meeting
10:15am Worship w/Eucharist Hall
*Facebook Live*
Private
9am Between the Masses
Discussion Group

Spire Creator: Kim Lumino, Parish Administrator

19
6pm
Holiday Shopping
Party at Savor the
Flavor*RSVP Required*

25

THANKSGIVING *PARISH OFFICE
DAY
CLOSED*

Women’s Room
Thanksgiving
Dinner (dinner
offsite-morning
preparation in
Hall & Kitchen)

9am Choir Rehearsal

12

26

